APPENDIX |

Setting Up a Drupal Environment
with the Acquia Dev Desktop

by Ed Carlevale

The Dev Desktop app from Acquia has many virtues. Download the installer (see Figure I-1) and within
10 minutes you will have the server, database, and your first Drupal site up and running. Access to
phpMyAdmin is a click away. Create as many fresh installations as you want. Clone a site by dumping
the database and importing the sql file into a new installation. Elegant, easy, and powerful.
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Figure I-1. Drupal stack installer from Acquia
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Note The Dev Desktop is available for both Mac and Windows. I've only used the Mac version, and have found
it to be a thing of beauty. The Drupal 6 version for Windows was said to be a bit quirky, though those issues may
have been addressed in the Drupal 7 version.

Installation

Download the Dev Desktop as a disk image file from Acquia’s web site
(acquia.com/downloads).

Click the file to expand the disk image and open the installer.
Double-click the icon to launch the installation process.

The installer will walk you through a series of screens for the file locations, port settings, and default
site settings (see Figure I-2). The default settings are what you want. The Drupal site settings are used for
the first site you create, but you can modify the settings for any subsites or imported sites that you
create.

Choose install locations Port settings Drupal settings
L ’ dev
Skt :F Dev Desktop stack location (Apache, MySQL, etc)
The ports listed below will be used. For example This Drupal user, also known as user 1, will have all
= = -~ local k i I site.
1 ications/acquia-drupal ] http://localhost:8082/drupal privileges and permissions to manage your Drupal site.
Site location Leave the ports unchanged, unless you have a reasonto | Site name Drupal 7 Dev Sites
- change them
/! /SusDrup/Sites/ ] 7
Users/SusDrup/Sites/acquia-drupal & x Grarmioe x 3 Carevale
Apache web server port Bo82 Password:  |weeeeess
k
MySQL database port 33066 Confirm password:  *=*wesees
E-mail lamhere@gmail.com|
It's important to keep this information for future
reference.

Figure I-2. Default settings for the Dev Desktop installation

Note You can set up multiple copies of the Dev Desktop (on your hard drive, a portable hard drive, Dropbox,
etc). Simply repeat the installation process and modify the settings accordingly. For the port settings, increment
the default settings (8082, 8083, etc.).

When the installation process has completed, the installer requests permission to create your first
web site. Click yes. This will launch the Dev Desktop’s Control Panel (see Figure I-3) and open a new
browser window showing the Welcome screen of your new web site (see Figure I-4). Log in using the
Username and Password you provided during the setup.
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Figure I-3. Dev Desktop’s Control Panel
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Userfogin Welcome to your new Acquia Drupal website!

Username * o 3
If you are new to Drupal, follow these steps to set up your web site in minutes:

Pl Step 1. Start at the beginning &
Visit the administration section for a task-based or module-based overview of the options available to configure
o Create new account your website.

e Request new password
Step 2. Connect to the Acquia Network

Log in
2 At any time you can activate an Acquia Network subscription to gain access to Acquia's timely, professional

support, automated services such as Mollom spam blocking, Acquia Library and documentation. Acquia offers

Figure I-4. Login screen for stack installer’s first web site

Taking It Further

The real power of the Dev Desktop has to do with how easy it is to create more sites. You have two
options:

1. Create subsites off your main installation—or multisites, to use Drupal
terminology. A subsite creates a new database but uses the files and modules of
your original installation.

2. Create a new, stand-alone Drupal 7 installation. This is ideal for use with
installation profiles.

The first is quick, the second is powerful. Win, win.
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It all happens from the Dev Desktop’s Control Panel, which will become your best friend from here
on out. From here you can open phpMyAdmin, navigate to any of the sites that you've created, or create
new sites (see Figure I-5).
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Figure I-5. Control Panel links

Creating a Subsite

To create a subsite of your current installation, start from your Control Panel and go to Settings » Sites »
New. This opens up the form shown in Figure I-6. Fill in a site name. The database and subserver fill in
automatically, and the other settings draw on the defaults that you provided during the installation
process. Click OK. In a minute or so the new site is created. Click the Go To button to open the site in a
new browser window.

More information on multisites is available from Drupal’s online documentation
(drupal.org/node/53705).
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Site name

Database name:
Server:
Subdomain

URL Path

Site URL.

Site Path
Username:
Password

Confirm password

Email

APPENDX |

New site
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my_subsite
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my_subsite

http://my_subsite.localhost:8092/
/Users/edmundcarlevale/Sites/dev_desktop_sites/

007
esscsecses

007@mit.edu

Figure I-6. Creating a subsite
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Note With the Drupal 6 version of the Dev Desktop, some contributed modules were moved from their default
location (/sites/all/modules) to a folder within the core modules folder (modules/acquia), thus complicating module
updates. For the Drupal 7 version, some contributed modules are placed within the Profiles folder (see Figure F7), but
the new Automatic Update functionality handles updates efficiently and unobtrusively behind the scenes.
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Figure I-7. Directory structure for the Dev Desktop’s main Drupal installation and associated subsites

989



APPENDIX | SETTING UP A DRUPAL ENVIRONMENT WITH THE ACQUIA DEV DESKTOP

Importing Sites

The Import option is ideal for using with installation profiles. Simply download the install file and unzip
it to a convenient folder, keeping it outside of the folder that stores the Dev Desktop’s main Drupal
installation. Then, navigate to Settings » Sites » Import (see Figure 1-8).

.00 Import site

Codebase: 0
Site path: /Volumes/Untitled/dev7/dev7 _sites/openpubli ( Browse...
Subsite: default 5
Database: A

(O I have a MySQL database dump file for my site
() Create new database
’;‘ Import directly from MySQL server

New DB name: \My-new-site

Domain:

Server: localhost

Subdomain: my-new-site|

URL path:

Site URL: http://my-new-site.localhost:8092/

(" Cancel ) (m
Figure I-8. Importing a new Drupal installation

For more information on installation profiles, see Chapter 38. Head to Chapter 1 to build out a new
site.

Note For updates and discussion on running Drupal with Acquia’s Dev Desktop, see dgd7.org/stack. And of
course, for corrections and new material related to this book as a whole, check out dgd7.org/updates.
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