Call for Papers

Costume Society of America, Region I 

(New England and Canadian Maritime Provinces)

At Work: An Exploration of Occupational Clothing

Saturday, October 16, 2004

Heritage Museums and Gardens, Sandwich, Cape Cod, Massachusetts

This symposium seeks to explore how people dress for work, as well as the social, cultural, political, economic, and aesthetic significance of workplace attire and appearance.  Proposals are invited from a broad range of research areas, including the disciplines of history, material culture, fashion studies, psychology, anthropology, sociology, literary studies, textile sciences or any combination of disciplines.  Perspectives on and interpretations of all countries and time periods are welcome.  Possible areas of inquiry may include, but are not limited to:

· Types of occupational clothing such as uniforms, three-piece suits, etc.

· Protective clothing and gear

· The transition from work clothing to home or “play” clothes

· Business casual – what is it; who designs it?
The “casual Friday” phenomenon

· Gender, class and racial/ethnic differences in work clothes – their meanings and consequences

· The making and marketing of work clothing

· The labor movement and work dress

· When work clothes work it: working girls and boys, strippers, escorts, Geishas and go-go dancers

· Work dress as portrayed in literature, film and television

· The meanings of women’s dress for housework

· The politics of politicians’ appearances

· Clothes in the fields: agricultural work around the world

Proposals may be submitted for 20 minute paper presentations and 10/10 ongoing research presentations (10 minutes presentation, 10 minutes group discussion).

Proposal Format:

· Please include a separate title page, as you want it to appear in the program, including the title of your paper, your name, complete address, telephone number, email address, position and institution or other professional affiliation.

· Abstracts should be no longer than two pages.  Do NOT include your name on the abstract.

· Include a resume or c.v. – no more than two pages, please.  Do NOT include your name.

Send proposals to:
Aimee E. Newell, Old Sturbridge Village, One OSV Road, 

Sturbridge, MA  01566, anewell@osv.org
Proposals must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2004.  Previously published material should not be submitted.  Submissions must be original work, research, interpretations, and/or perspectives.  Proposals are welcome from CSA members and non-members.

See the Costume Society of America Region I website for more information: http://www.costumesocietyamerica.com/RegionI/reg1sym.htm.

