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Dear Student, 
 
On behalf of the Undergraduate Association Election Commission, I am delighted 
that you are interested in running for UA President or Vice President. This is a 
great opportunity to meet lots of people and lead a remarkable organization. 
 
The Elections Commission is a committee of the Undergraduate Association 
whose job is to run elections for the Undergraduate Association. In other words, 
we’re all students, just like you. We realize that life at MIT can be hectic and that 
work can pile up very quickly. We therefore hope to make this election run as 
smoothly as possible and make sure that all of your questions are answered. 
 
This packet contains a number of important sections, so make sure you read 
through the whole thing. You should have: 
 

1. This cover letter. 
2. A document explaining the positions of UA President and Vice President. 
3. A document explaining the logistics of the election as well as its timeline. 
4. Rules about campaigning and campaign violations. 
5. A statement of candidacy. 
6. A form for reporting expenses. 
7. A form for collecting petition signatures. 

 
After you finish reading this letter, make sure to carefully read the next two 
documents, which explain what the UA President and Vice President do, how the 
election works, and what each of the steps you need to take are to be on the 
ballot. The documents also list a number of important dates and deadlines for the 
election, so make sure to make a note of those. 
 
If you have any questions throughout this process, please don’t hesitate to email 
us at ua-elect@mit.edu. Otherwise, good luck and have fun! 
 
 
Best, 
 
Grace Connors 
Chair, UA Election Commission 
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What the UA President and Vice President do 
 
The UA President and Vice President are the two primary officers of the 
Undergraduate Association. Candidates run as a ticket. 
 
 
UA President: 
 
The President serves as Chief Executive Officer of the UA. He or she is the default 
primary contact person in the UA. The President represents the MIT 
undergraduate body and attends regular meetings with student leaders, 
administrators, and faculty. He or she may make statements to local or national 
media on behalf of the MIT undergraduate body. The UA President sits ex officio 
on a number of committees both inside and outside of the UA. 

 
 
UA Vice President: 
 
The Vice President assists the President in his or her duties. The Vice President 
generally oversees inner workings of the UA. He or she helps to manage the 
various UA committees and regularly meets with committee chairs. The UA Vice 
President sits ex officio on a number of committees both inside and outside of the 
UA. 
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The Election for the UA President and Vice President 
 
Elections for the UA President and Vice President run in three phases. The first 
phase consists of finding a running mate and becoming an official ticket in the 
election. You and your running mate can do this by notifying the UA Election 
Commission of your intent to run and collecting petition signatures. During the 
second phase, candidates carry out their campaigns by advertising themselves to 
the voters. The third phase consists of voting. All registered undergraduates are 
eligible to vote in the election. 
 
Phase 1: Intent to run 
 
To become an official candidate in the election, you and your running mate must 
first notify the Commission and your constituents of your intent to run. This 
consists of three things: 
 

1. You and your running mate must both email the Election Commission at 
ua-elect@mit.edu to indicate your intent to run. The email must include 
your full name, phone number, and what position (President of 
Vice President) you wish to run for. It should also include the full 
name of your running mate. If you would like a photograph of yourself 
to appear on the ballot (which we strongly recommend), please include it 
in this email. You should also include a brief (1-2 paragraph) platform, 
which will appear next to your name on the ballot. 
 

2. You must collect signatures from your classmates. These signatures are 
called your “petition” to run. To be listed on the ballot, each ticket must 
collect no fewer than 495 and no more than 740 signatures (you 
and your running mate only need to collect one set of signatures). It is 
important to understand that the purpose of the petitions is not to 
campaign, and it may not be used as such. See the rules about 
campaigning for more information. 
 

3. You and your candidate must both sign an official statement of candidacy, 
which can be found in this packet. 

  
The petition signatures and statement of candidacy must be submitted to the 
Election Commission in W20-401. 
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Phase 2: Campaigning 
 
After petition signatures have been collected and reviewed by the Commission, 
you will be notified that you are an official candidate in the election. At this point, 
you are free to campaign, according to the rules and guidelines specified in this 
packet. During this phase, all of the candidates will be invited to participate in a 
debate open to the entire class body, jointly hosted by the Elections Commission 
and The Tech. 
 
Phase 3: Voting 
 
Voting will open to the class after two weeks of campaigning. Voting is done 
online and will remain open for a week. Campaigning may continue during the 
voting period, as long as it continues to follow campaigning rules. Results will be 
announced by the Commission shortly after the election closes. 
 
All official candidates will be asked to turn in a proof of registration as well as an 
expense report form as proof that they did not violate the campaign spending 
limit as outlined in the campaign rules. 
 
Timeline and Deadlines 
 
Phase 1 begins on Monday, March 2 and closes on Monday, March 16 at 
5:00pm. All emails, petition materials, and statements of candidacy must be 
turned in by then. We also highly recommend that you turn in your proof of 
registration by this point; you can obtain one by going to 11-120 with an MIT ID. 
 
The Commission will review all petition materials and announce the official list of 
candidates on Tuesday, March 17. At this point, Phase 2 will start and all 
official candidates may begin officially campaigning. The debate, which is open to 
the entire undergraduate body, will be scheduled for the week after Spring 
Vacation, exact time and date to follow. 
 
For Phase 3, voting will open (online only) on Monday, April 6 at 8:00am, 
and close on Friday, April 10 at 5:00pm. Official candidates will be notified 
and announced by Saturday, April 11. 
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The absolute latest date by which a proof of registration must be turned in is Add 
Date (Friday, March 6). The election funding form must be turned in after the 
end of voting on Friday, April 10. 
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Campaigning rules and guidelines 
 
In order for elections to be fair for everyone, we have several rules and guidelines 
about campaigning. The purpose of these rules is to prevent a candidate from 
gaining an unfair advantage in the election, or for the legitimacy of the election to 
suffer due to a perception of unfairness. It is impossible to comprehensively list 
every possible action one may do to gain an unfair advantage. Therefore, the list 
below should not be seen as comprehensive. Please follow the spirit of the 
election. 
 

• There may be absolutely no campaigning before Monday, 3/16 at 
5:00pm. You may begin campaigning at that time, though official 
candidates will not be notified until the following day. 
 
Note that this especially applies to petitioning. All platform 
information must be confined to the box at the top of the signature sheet. 
Furthermore, candidates may not gather more than 740 signatures. 
 

• Posters must follow the rules of the postering boards they are on. For most 
public posters, this is the ASA postering rules. For posters inside living 
groups, the living group’s government may set its own rules. No posters 
may be hung in or near the UA Chambers (W20-400) or UA Office (W20-
401). The Election Commission has no rules about the size or contents of 
the posters, other than MIT’s rules and regulations. Note that operators of 
poster boards may have their own additional rules regarding size or 
contents of posters. 
 

• Candidates may spend no more than $210 on their campaign. Before 
being declared winner, they must present a full summary of their expenses 
to the Election Commission. 
 

• Chalk may be used as part of the campaign, as long as candidates chalk 
only on horizontal spaces. Walls and stairs may not be chalked. 
 

• Non-excessive emailing may be used as part of the campaign.  You may not 
email students you personally do not know to vote for you.  You also may 
not join mailing lists which you have not previously been a part of with the 
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intent of emailing out asking for votes. 
 

If the Commission observes or is notified of a violation, it will contact the 
candidate and notify them. Except in particularly egregious cases, first time 
violations will be responded to with a formal warning. The Commission reserves 
the right to levy sanctions ranging from formal warnings up to and including 
disqualification from the election. 
 
Additionally, the ASA may issue a fine for repeated or egregious postering 
violations. Any fines incurred from any campaign activity, including 
ASA postering violations, are the sole responsibility of the candidate. 
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Statement of candidacy 
Due Friday, March 16 at 5:00pm in W20-401 

 
You must fill out and sign the following statement of candidacy, and turn it in 
with your signatures to W20-401 by Monday, 3/16 at 5:00pm. 
 

If elected to the office of 
______________________________________ of the 
Undergraduate Association, I, 
______________________________, hereby promise to fulfill all 
responsibilities of my office as enumerated in the Undergraduate 
Association Constitution, Uniform Class Constitution, other bylaws of 
the Undergraduate Association, and the Undergraduate Association 
Election Code. I fully understand that failure to do so shall be grounds 
for removal from office. I agree to follow all campaign rules and 
procedures as laid out in the candidate packet, and understand that 
failure to do so may result in sanctions up to and including 
disqualification from the election.  

 

_____________________________      ______________ 

Signature                                                                  Date 
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Spring 2014 Elections Funding Form 
Due Friday, April 10 at 5:00pm in W20-401 

Please attach all your receipts 
 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
 
Office Campaigned for _______________________________________ 
 
Date ________________________________ 
 
 
Date Item Description Cost 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

. TOTAL SPENT  
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Petition for Candidates for UA President/Vice President 
Due Monday, March 16 at 5:00PM in W20-401 

Campaign Materials Box 

Paste anything that represents your campaign here. Be sure to include your name(s) and what you 
are running for. 

No other campaign materials may appear anywhere else on this petition or it will not be accepted. 
 

 
PLEASE READ BEFORE SIGNING: The bearers of this petition wish to run for as a ticket for 
UA President/Vice President, and need 495-740 signatures from members of the MIT 
undergraduate body to get on the official ballot.  The UA is responsible for allocating the 
undergraduate budget, holding events, and representing undergraduate interests to the Institute.  
Your signature on this petition indicates that you think the bearers deserve to be placed on the 
ballot.  Please be aware that your signature is NOT a vote; you may sign petitions for 
as many candidates as you wish. 
 

Name                                                                  Signature 
1    
2    
3    
4    
5    
6    
7    
8    
9    
10    
11    
12    
13    
14    
15    
16    
17    
18    
19    
20    
21    
22    
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23    
24    
25    
26    
27    
28    
29    
30    
31    
32    
33    
34    
35    
36    
37    
38    
39    
40    
41    
42    
43    
44    
45    
46    
47    
48    
49    
50    
51    
52    
53    
54    
55    
56    
57    
58    
59    
60    
61    
62    
63    
64    
65    
66    
67    
68    
69    
70    
71    
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72    
73    
74    
75    
76    
77    
78    
79    
80    
81    
82    
83    
84    
85    
86    
87    
88    
89    
90    
91    
92    
93    
94    
95    
96    
97    
98    
99    
100    
101    
102    
103    
104    
105    
106    
107    
108    
109    
110    
111    
112    
113    
114    
115    
116    
117    
118    
119    
120    
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121    
122    
123    
124    
125    
126    
127    
128    
129    
130    
131    
132    
133    
134    
135    
136    
137    
138    
139    
140    
141    
142    
143    
144    
145    
146    
147    
148    
149    
150    
151    
152    
153    
154    
155    
156    
157    
158    
159    
160    
161    
162    
163    
164    
165    
166    
167    
168    
169    
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170    
171    
172    
173    
174    
175    
176    
177    
178    
179    
180    
181    
182    
183    
184    
185    
186    
187    
188    
189    
190    
191    
192    
193    
194    
195    
196    
197    
198    
199    
200    
201    
202    
203    
204    
205    
206    
207    
208    
209    
210    
211    
212    
213    
214    
215    
216    
217    
218    
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219    
220    
221    
222    
223    
224    
225    
226    
227    
228    
229    
230    
231    
232    
233    
234    
235    
236    
237    
238    
239    
240    
241    
242    
243    
244    
245    
246    
247    
248    
249    
250    
251    
252    
253    
254    
255    
256    
257    
258    
259    
260    
261    
262    
263    
264    
265    
266    
267    
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268    
269    
270    
271    
272    
273    
274    
275    
276    
277    
278    
279    
280    
281    
282    
283    
284    
285    
286    
287    
288    
289    
290    
291    
292    
293    
294    
295    
296    
297    
298    
299    
300    
301    
302    
303    
304    
305    
306    
307    
308    
309    
310    
311    
312    
313    
314    
315    
316    
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317    
318    
319    
320    
321    
322    
323    
324    
325    
326    
327    
328    
329    
330    
331    
332    
333    
334    
335    
336    
337    
338    
339    
340    
341    
342    
343    
344    
345    
346    
347    
348    
349    
350    
351    
352    
353    
354    
355    
356    
357    
358    
359    
360    
361    
362    
363    
364    
365    
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366    
367    
368    
369    
370    
371    
372    
373    
374    
375    
376    
377    
378    
379    
380    
381    
382    
383    
384    
385    
386    
387    
388    
389    
390    
391    
392    
393    
394    
395    
396    
397    
398    
399    
400    
401    
402    
403    
404    
405    
406    
407    
408    
409    
410    
411    
412    
413    
414    
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415    
416    
417    
418    
419    
420    
421    
422    
423    
424    
425    
426    
427    
428    
429    
430    
431    
432    
433    
434    
435    
436    
437    
438    
439    
440    
441    
442    
443    
444    
445    
446    
447    
448    
449    
450    
451    
452    
453    
454    
455    
456    
457    
458    
459    
460    
461    
462    
463    
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464    
465    
466    
467    
468    
469    
470    
471    
472    
473    
474    
475    
476    
477    
478    
479    
480    
481    
482    
483    
484    
485    
486    
487    
488    
489    
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491    
492    
493    
494    
495    
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497    
498    
499    
500    
501    
502    
503    
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505    
506    
507    
508    
509    
510    
511    
512    
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513    
514    
515    
516    
517    
518    
519    
520    
521    
522    
523    
524    
525    
526    
527    
528    
529    
530    
531    
532    
533    
534    
535    
536    
537    
538    
539    
540    
541    
542    
543    
544    
545    
546    
547    
548    
549    
550    
551    
552    
553    
554    
555    
556    
557    
558    
559    
560    
561    
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562    
563    
564    
565    
566    
567    
568    
569    
570    
571    
572    
573    
574    
575    
576    
577    
578    
579    
580    
581    
582    
583    
584    
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587    
588    
589    
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593    
594    
595    
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607    
608    
609    
610    
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611    
612    
613    
614    
615    
616    
617    
618    
619    
620    
621    
622    
623    
624    
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657    
658    
659    
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660    
661    
662    
663    
664    
665    
666    
667    
668    
669    
670    
671    
672    
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709    
710    
711    
712    
713    
714    
715    
716    
717    
718    
719    
720    
721    
722    
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724    
725    
726    
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728    
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739    
740    
 


