         

  

Welcome to MIT!
Welcome freshmen!  The Undergraduate Association is MIT's general student government.  We represent you to the administration on all issues impacting your life at MIT and work to institute the changes you care about.  We deal with a variety of issues impacting student life.  Our job is to make your life better!
Our Mission
· To communicate with the MIT community in order to fully represent the interests of undergraduates

· To empower undergraduates in decision-making that will ultimately affect their lives
· To support students and student organizations in their endeavors
· To preserve the unique qualities of MIT which positively define it from other institutions
· To implement changes and innovations that will bring the community forward and improve undergraduate life
Get to Know Your UA Officers
President:  Martin F. Holmes ’08

goholmes@mit.edu
Vice President:  Ali S. Wyne ’08

awyne@mit.edu
Senate Speaker:  Irina Shklyar ’09

ishklyar@mit.edu
Senate Vice Chair:  Jason C. Forte ’09

jforte@mit.edu
Treasurer: Lucia T. Tian ’08


ltian@mit.edu


Secretary General:  Alice A. Chiang ’08
achiang@mit.edu
Recent Achievements

· Boston Daytime Saferide:  Spearheaded a student campaign to ensure full funding for Boston Daytime Saferide.
· Career Fair Holiday:  Partnered with several Deans and administrators to move the 2008 fall career fair to an institute holiday, which will allow all students to focus on this important career opportunity.
· Dining:  Led student and administration efforts to close Pritchett Dining.  Helped form a special committee to investigate long-term dining solutions.  Made agreements to expand use of TechCash to local restaurants.
· Saferide:  Worked with students and administrators to increase the capacity of Saferide to prevent crowding.
· Textbooks:  Championed a large effort partnering with administrators and The Coop to provide an online listing of required textbooks by Spring 2008.  This will include a convenient online textbook store run by The Coop.
Short Term Goals
· Hacking:  Working with the administration to develop new policies and guidelines for hacking.
· Online Mid-Term Course Evaluations:  Working with the administration to test a trial system this fall.
· REX:  Working with students and administrators to help allow RBA dormitories to participate in REX.
Get Involved!
· UA Senate:  The UA Senate is MIT’s most representative legislative body, providing the most accurate perspective on the views of our undergraduate community.  Senators are elected to represent each of the living groups on campus by drafting and debating legislation.  As MIT’s most representative entity, it is also responsible for allocating over $200,000 to student groups each year.

· UA Executive:  The UA Executive is responsible for implementing all actions and projects of the UA.  Led by the President and Vice President, it consists of over a dozen committees focusing on a broad range of topics.  These committees gather student feedback, examine policies, organize projects, and lobby the administration for changes that improve the quality of student life at MIT.
· Class Councils:  Each year of students at MIT elects a class council to organize social and educational events.  Class councils are responsible for promoting unity by organizing events that provide students the opportunity to relax, meet new people, and get outside of MIT.  In the past, events have ranged from study breaks to formals, theater shows to movies, ski trips to Red Sox games.
UA Committees

Joining a UA committee is a great way to get involved in the issues impacting you as a student at MIT.  Feel free contact any of us with any questions or concerns you may have!

Athletics Committee
Chair:  Peter Lamb ’08                                      plamb@mit.edu
Oversees and coordinates athletic events that take place on campus and promotes a sense of community for athletics at MIT.  Advocates for athlete rights and promotes intramural activities.  Works closely with DAPER to improve athletic and intramural policies.
Dining Committee 

Chair:  Christopher Hoffman ’08                 choffman@mit.edu
Seeks to insure the availability of dining services that meet student needs and are cost effective.  The committee aims to protect popular offerings, work with vendors to improve existing offerings, and lead efforts to overhaul the residential dining system.  The committee works to ensure economical and healthy dining options.
Educational Policy Committee

Chair:  Daniel Denis ’08                                   ddenis@mit.edu
Serves as a liaison between students and the administration on issues dealing with the educational experience at MIT.  Protects student academic rights by communicating with faculty and negotiating solutions when academic violations occur.  Works to improve advising, handling of term violations, and quality of course feedback.

Election Committee

Chair:  Vacant                                         ua-president@mit.edu
Establishes and enforces rules governing the election of officials to serve in the Undergraduate Association.  Informs the student body of elections and distributes information describing the election process.  Validates the legitimacy of each candidate and promotes the election.

Events Committee—NEW!

Chair:  Vacant                                         ua-president@mit.edu
Through collaboration with the Student Activities Office, organizes large events on campus by brining professional comedians to campus for Fall Festival and popular musicians to campus for Spring Weekend.  Works with all UA committees to assist in event planning.
Finance Board

Chair:  Hans Anderson ’08                                    hea@mit.edu
Reviews the applications of students groups seeking financial resources from the UA.  Provides the UA Senate with a recommendation of how to allocate over $200,000 to various student groups.  Establishes policies to distribute funds in a fair manner.

Housing Committee

Chair:  Mandi Holmes ’08
                         holmesmd@mit.edu
Facilitates communication between living groups on concerns about the dormitory and FSILG housing systems.  Actively pursues initiatives to improve the living environment for students at MIT.  Helps maintain the unique culture of the housing system.  One major priority for the academic year is to examine the structure of REX and how it relates to the RBA system.
Judicial Board

Chair:  Anthony Rizos ’09                                  rizos@mit.edu
Ensures the UA is abiding by its constitution and that all proper bylaws and procedures are being duly followed.  Provides a check on the Senate and Executive and serves as an appeals body.
Nominations Committee

Chair:  Raffaela Wakeman ’08                       raffaela@mit.edu
Responsible for interviewing and nominating undergraduates to serve on committees throughout the Institute.  Ensures that student advocates on these committees accurately voice the opinion of the undergraduate student body and that students remain informed.

Orientation Committee

Chair:  Akil Middleton ’08
                              ajswift@mit.edu
Maintains and preserves the unique qualities of freshman orientation.  Works closely with administrators in the Office of Undergraduate Advising and Academic Programming to evaluate the success of orientation and make suggestions for improvements.  Organizes the annual Boston “T” Party for freshmen and student groups. 

Public Relations Committee

Chair:  Brittany Holland-Marcus ’10                   bhm@mit.edu
Shapes and effectively promotes the image of the UA.  Raises awareness of the UA by acting as a liaison between the undergraduates, the UA, and the community at large.  Collaborates with other UA committees to promotion their projects and events.  Organizes weekly office hours and traveling UA meetings.
Resource Development Committee

Chair:  Sophia Lee ’08                                  sophia08@mit.edu
Works to raise and manage funds for all major activities of the UA through creating and continuing relationships with alumni organizations, private and public companies, current students, and the institution itself.  The committee is responsible for generating additional funds necessary for the UA to undertake all initiatives aimed at serving the undergraduate body effectively.

Space Planning Committee

Chair:  Jessica Sundberg ’08                         jsundber@mit.edu
Analyzes the current state of the MIT campus.  Searches for opportunities to exploit undeveloped spaces on campus and modifies the way in which currently occupied space is used in order to accommodate student needs.

Student Life Committee

Chair:  Zahir Dossa ’08                                      dossa@mit.edu
Brings MIT students closer together by raising awareness of student health and happiness, driving campus-wide community service projects, and fostering communal support throughout the campus.  Establishes programs to promote student health and advising.

Sustainability Committee

Chair:  Austin Oehlerking ’08                       aoehlerk@mit.edu
Works to promote awareness of sustainability efforts on campus.  Partners with administrators and laboratories to seek energy-efficient improvements on campus and sponsors environmental efforts.  Facilitates communication between sustainability student groups.
Don’t let MIT just happen to you!  Take control of your life at MIT!
· CAMPAIGN FOR SENATE
· JOIN A COMMITTEE
· RUN FOR CLASS COUNCIL
QUESTIONS?   Email:  goholmes@mit.edu
















