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This talk analyzes the role of U.S. empire in the
creation of South American markets for
tabulating equipment and early mainframe
computers. Grounded in two major programs—
the 1940 Census of the Americas and the 1960s
Latin American Free Trade Association—this
talk explores the role of data integration and
trade integration as two components of a
regional strategy for U.S. corporate dominance
over hemispheric tabulating and computing
industries. The International Business
Machines (IBM) corporation was a major player
in this process, invested heavily in interwar
“Good Neighbor” cultural programming,
training census takers across the hemisphere
in IBM tabulation methods, and building the
first free-trade program that allowed for the
vertical integration of its own operations in
South America. Through these programs, IBM
became a near-monopoly in hemispheric
information-processing markets by the mid-
1960s, and it did so by coopting Latin
American attempts at regional integration that
sought autonomy from—not greater
dependence on—U.S. corporate power.
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