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GSD Presents “Networks and Spheres:

Two Ways to Interpret clobalization”

Preeminent German and French scholars champion a new humanism 

through design and the political arts
CAMBRIDGE, MA (February 4, 2008)—How can design represent politics in the broad sense?  What should public space look like? During a time of rapidly transformative technological advances and globalization, designers and planners are increasingly responsible for “global design,” the task of designing the planet, and they need new representational tools to reflect this political change. 

French philosopher and anthropologist Bruno Latour and German philosopher Peter Sloterdijik will discuss these and related issues of  the “political arts” during their presentation, “Networks and Spheres: Two Ways to Interpret Globalization” at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design from 6:30pm to 8:00pm on February 17 in Piper Auditorium at Gund Hall, 48 Quincy Street, Cambridge.
As a professor at the Sciences Po, the renowned social sciences university in Paris, Bruno Latour will bring to his presentation the university’s new focus on how the political arts might forge new links with the study of political science, the arts and media, and scientific humanities. Latour is associated with the university’s Centre de Sociologie des Organisations, where he is also the vice-president for research. His work explores the consequences of science studies on different, traditional areas of the social sciences, including religion and social theory. 
Peter Sloterdijk is a philosopher and professor of philosophy and media theory at the Karlsruhe School of Design at the Center for Art and Media in Karlsruhe, Germany. During one of his rare appearances in the United States, Professor Sloterdijk will discuss his concept of “spheres”—“spaces of coexistence” that are commonly overlooked or taken for granted that conceal information crucial to developing an understanding of the human condition. “We are space-designing beings,” he says, “and we cannot exist otherwise than in these self-animated spaces.” He argues that this is critical to understanding globalization.
A question-and-answer session will follow the presentation. The event is open to the public free of charge.

