[image: image1.jpg]WRITING AND HUMANISTIC STUDIES




            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Pulitzer Prize winning science writer Deborah Blum will tell all about “How to Write a Poisoner’s Handbook” in a talk on Wednesday, February 11, 2009 at MIT, sponsored by the MIT Program in Writing and Humanistic Studies and the MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing.  The event will begin at 5:00 p.m. in the Stata Center, Building 34, room 141, 

32 Vassar Street, (corner of Main St.), Cambridge, Massachusetts – and it is free and open to the public.
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Deborah Blum is a nationally acclaimed science writer and Helen Firstbrook Franklin Professor of Journalism at the University of Wisconsin.  She won her Pulitzer Prize for reporting on the tensions – and conflict – between researchers studying non-human primates and animal rights activists.  

That work led to her first book, The Monkey Wars, and a career-long fascination with scientific attempts to define what is to be human. 

Her upcoming volume, The Poisoner’s Handbook takes its readers on a tour of Jazz Age New York and an unholy alliance between chemistry and murder. Blum will talk about the writing of this book – as well as offering her thoughts on possible futures for writing about science in the unfolding media landscape.

Blum has also written Sex on the Brain, yet one more attempt to comprehend the difference between men and women; Love At Goon Park, a critically acclaimed telling of the story of the controversial psychologist, Henry Harlow; and Ghost Hunters, which tells the story of William James and the 19th century scientific attempts to take the measure of the paranormal.
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