SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

February 4 – 22, 2005

Fri 4


Modern Times, Rural Places Seminar Series




Tropical Infertility:  Scientific Research on Soils and 



People in Equatorial Africa, 1880-1940



Helen Tilley, Princeton University




2:30-4:30 p.m., MIT, E51-095






Co-sponsored by History Faculty and STS

Sat 5


MIT MUSEUM



Gallery Talk: Clipper Ships & Gold



In conjunction with current exhibition The Clipper Ship Era (through July 10), 


Kurt Hasselbalch, curator of the MIT Museum Hart Nautical Collection, 



discusses sudden impact of California gold rush on  evolving clipper ship 



industry and explores how dramatic, unforeseen market forces can effect 



technology, the economy, and society.



* 2pm



* Free with Museum admission



* For more exhibition and events info, sail to 






http://web.mit.edu/museum/exhibitions/main.html
Mon 7


STS Tenured Faculty Meeting






4:00-6:00 p.m., E51-191
Thurs 10

History Faculty Sahin Lecture



African American Responses to Racial Science 




from the Revolution to the Civil War




Patrick Rael, Bowdoin College






4:30-6:00 p.m., MIT, E51-275

Feb 11


New Forms of Life: Practices and Consequences 



of Envisioning Biological  Processes




A Joint Workshop at the Kennedy School of Government



presented by The Science, Technology, and Society Programs

                                    at Harvard and MIT

                         
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Kennedy School of Government, 




Carr Center Conference Room, Rubenstein Building




(see event flyer on final page)

Mon 14

STS Colloquium




Uncertainties in Technology: Disturbance, 




Interference, and Noise in Early Radio







Chen-Pang Yeang, MIT




4:00, MIT, E51-095


Wed 16

MIT Museum




Object Lessons: The Greatest Tools on Earth-MIT Slide Rule Collection



Movie directors seeking to depict engineers from a certain era make sure they have plenty of 


slide rules as props. Your mind's eye sees short sleeve white shirt, pocket protector, hands 


deftly manipulating  slide rule in search of answer to some mathematical equation. For a 



century or so, it was magical tool that helped engineers design everything from skyscrapers 


to space 
shuttles.



Whether you knew how to use a slide rule or just wish you did, Curator of Science and 



Technology Deborah Douglas introduces the MIT Museum's amazing collection, including 


the newly acquired Keuffel & Esser Company Slide Rule Collection.



* Part of ongoing series of gallery talks focusing on stories behind items drawn from 



   Museum collections.



* Noon - 1pm



* Free admission; refreshments provided



More information: (617) 253-5297 or  http://web.mit.edu/museum.





Institute Faculty Meeting






3:30 p.m., 10-250

Fri 18


Modern Times, Rural Places Seminar Series




Caring for Nature: Practical Zoology and Nature




Protection in Nineteenth Century Germany




Lynn Nyhart, University of Wisconsin




2:30-4:30 p.m., MIT, E51-095






Co-sponsored by History Faculty and STS

Mon 21

MIT Holiday:  Presidents’ Day

Tues 22

Monday’s Schedule of Classes to be Followed
The Science, Technology and Society Programs

at

Harvard and MIT

Present

A Joint Workshop at the Kennedy School of Government
New Forms of Life: Practices 
and Consequences of Envisioning 
Biological Processes

Friday, February 11, 2005, 10 AM – 5 PM

Carr Center Conference Room

Rubenstein Building  

Central to the development of modern biology are increasingly sophisticated instruments and techniques for representing to the human senses, particularly to the eye, biological processes that have not previously been accessible to the sight or the mind.  This interdisciplinary workshop investigates the kinds of distortions, displacements, corrections, and further mediations entailed by these developments.  Central to the presentations is the transmission of images and image sequences from the scientific workplace to various interpretive domains, from journals to courtrooms.  Through examples ranging from astrobiology to brain imaging, and drawing on disciplines including anthropology, history, law, neuroscience, and STS, speakers will reflect on the challenges and tensions of making such representations in forms that are interpretable by wider audiences, both within and beyond the sciences.  The workshop will help illuminate what a new generation of biological representations means to our thinking about life, the brain, consciousness, and being human

Natasha Myers (MIT), “Molecular Embodiments: Interactive Graphics and the Body-work of Protein Modeling”

Chris Kelty and Hannah Landecker (Rice University):“A Theory of Animation: Cells, L-systems, and Film.”
Stefan Helmreich (MIT): “The Signature of Life: Designing the Astrobiological Imagination”

Alan Jasanoff (MIT), “Functional Brain Imaging: Present and Future”

Joseph Dumit (MIT), “The Persistence of Brain Images: Conventional Extremes and Stereotypes”
Laurence Tancredi (New York University), “My Brain Made Me Do It: Imaging as Absolution”
