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Professor Scranton is University Board of Governors Professor, History of 
Industry and Technology, at Rutgers University, where he directs the MA-History 
program (Camden) and led the development of a Ph.D. field in the History of 
Technology, Environment and Health (New Brunswick). He is the author of 
Endless Novelty: Specialty Production and American Industrialization, 1865-1925.
Abstract: The idea that basic science sets the stage for technological applications 
is foundational to post World War Two research policy. Yet a closer look at 
technological innovation may suggest that the relationship often runs in the other 
direction. This talk will use the development of jet engines and aerospace vehicles 
as to flesh out the notion of 'technology-driven science.'  

Please join us for this talk at noon on Friday, October 29th.  Feel free to bring your 

lunch; we will provide coffee and dessert.  A few copies of Professor Scranton’s

paper are available in E51-185.  If you would like to receive an electronic version

by e-mail, please contact meinbres@mit.edu.  For more information, call 253-4062.
