
Habitat for humanity

massachusetts institute of technology

July 23, 2009
Shaws ADDRESS
Dear Shaws Store Manager:
I am writing to you today as an undergraduate student and President of the Habitat for Humanity club at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Habitat for Humanity is an international non-profit organization that sponsors the construction of affordable housing. Its ultimate goal is to fight the rise of poverty by promoting home ownership for low-income families. As the current economic and housing crisis drags on, Habitat’s work is more important than ever.

I would like to thank you so much for donating a $30 gift card towards MIT Habitat’s series of bake sale fundraisers.  A portion of the proceeds went to our local monthly build days, in which we send 14 MIT students to work on Habitat houses in the Boston area.  The rest of the proceeds made possible our events and awareness campaigns on campus, including a cardboard house-building competition.
This fall, MIT Habitat is teaming up with the MIT Student Activities Office and Campus Activities Complex to kick off our biggest awareness campaign yet.  We are planning a 5K race and walk, called the Beaver Dash, which will take place on Sunday, October 4, 2009.  This race is shaping up to be a great event: not only will it raise visibility about the need for affordable housing, but it will also encourage members of the MIT community to lead an active and healthy lifestyle.  Proceeds will be used to sponsor construction of a Habitat home in Kenya; any remaining proceeds will be used to send MIT students to local builds.
We anticipate that the Beaver Dash will be a large event, with about 300 MIT students, staff, and faculty participating, and we would like to invite Shaws to partner with us as an event sponsor.  We have limited resources as a student-run organization at MIT; we rely heavily on donations from local businesses like yours to carry out our mission.  Below are suggested contributions – these amounts are merely optional, any contribution would be greatly appreciated!
Platinum Sponsor: $1,000 or above (Name displayed prominently, in large font, on t-shirts, banners, and all promotional material.)
Gold Sponsor: $500 - $1,000 (Name displayed in medium font on t-shirts, banners, and all promotional material.)
Silver Sponsor: $100 - $500 (Name displayed in small font on t-shirts, banners, and all promotional material.)
Bronze Sponsor: $100 and below (Name displayed in promotional material.)
Please feel free to contact me via email at gracelee@mit.edu or phone at 240-678-5013.
On behalf of MIT Habitat for Humanity, thank you for your consideration and support for the community.
Sincerely, 
Grace Lee 

MIT Habitat for Humanity, President
Or write it less bluntly:

In return for your generosity, we would be happy to display a sign for Shaws at the site of our event (on t-shirts), and we will also include printed acknowledgement of your donations in material that will be distributed during the fundraiser.

