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BIKE & BUILD
Pedaling to End Poverty Housing
www.bikeandbuild.org
 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS SUMMER?
If you want to travel, be active outdoors, meet new people, build homes, and help raise the consciousness of the nation about the affordable housing problem, you should spend your summer with Bike & Build.  Bike & Build events are long-distance expedition cycling tours which raise funds for affordable housing groups and help educate and involve communities in affordable housing efforts.  We're organizing four tours this summer, and we're looking for young adults like you who want to be active, make a difference, and have a good time.

CHOOSE FROM 4 DIFFERENT ROUTES:
Central U.S. (Virginia Beach, VA on May 19 - Portland, OR on July 24)

Northern U.S. (Portsmouth, NH on June 16 - Vancouver, BC on August 20)

Providence to Seattle (Providence, RI on June 2 - Seattle, WA on August 6)

Southern U.S. (Annapolis, MD on June 12 – San Francisco, CA on August 20)

Each of our trips offers a beautiful route, visits national parks and other attractions, and has several dedicated Build Days, where you'll spend the day building a home with local affordable housing groups.  Check out our entire route network and see which tour appeals to you.
 

WHAT ARE THE TRIPS LIKE?
Check out our online FAQ for more info on what to expect.  Also, read through past journal entries to get a feel for life on the road.  We’ll be happy to put you in touch with Bike & Build alumni to answer your questions about our program.
 

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?  HOW IS IT DISTRIBUTED?
Bike & Build allocates the proceeds from our trips through two different methods.

1) For some events, Bike & Build works with specific organizations to produce and execute our tours.  For these rides, a majority of the proceeds are reserved to fund a pre-arranged project, such as a student-built Habitat for Humanity home.

2) For trips produced solely by Bike & Build, trip proceeds are allocated through a competitive grant application process.  Before your trip, we’ll solicit grant proposals from affordable housing groups throughout the country.  During the course of our events, trips participants will review and evaluate the proposals, and - as a group - vote upon which proposals our organization will fund.  This means that you will decide where the proceeds from these tours go.  To get an idea of the types of projects we will finance through the grants process, review the awards we made in 2004.

COULD I SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF MY LOCAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP?

Absolutely!  If you’re a part of or volunteer for an affordable housing organization at school or at home, we welcome – and encourage! – you to work with the group to submit a grant proposal.  Because there’s a possibility that you will help decide where Bike & Build money goes, you’ll be able to present and lobby for the project during the allocation process.  If you don’t end up participating in our program, your local affordable housing organization is still welcome to apply for funding.
WILL THIS TRIP HELP ME STAY IN SHAPE FOR MY CYCLING CLUB?
Absolutely!!!  Though you won’t be doing much sprinting and technical riding, you will be on your bike putting in the miles each and every day.  In the past Bike & Build has drawn a number of our participants from collegiate cycling clubs like «Organization», and they’ve been able to build and maintain a high-level endurance base to enter the fall season with a leg-up.
 

WHERE COULD I LEARN MORE?
More information about Bike & Build through our website, www.bikeandbuild.org.  You may also email us at info@bikeandbuild.org with any questions, or to request a list of alumni references.

