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The Patrick J. Mogan Cultural Center is a program of
Lowell National Historical Park in partnership with
University of Massachusetts Lowell




The Mogan Cultural Center will be holding the opening of a new exhibit on the history of the Syrian-Lebanese-Arabic community in the Greater Lowell and Lawrence areas on Sunday, October 8, 2006 at 1:00 pm. The exhibit, entitled Ahlan-Wa-Sahlan-Ya-Jameeah - Welcome, My Friends!, traces the heritage of the original immigrants from the Middle East and the following generations who have made the Valley their home. From its earliest days settling in Lowell's Acre Triangle to Lawrence's The Plains, the community started working in the textile mills and then branched out to own businesses and enter the professions. From the two cities, people moved out to Dracut, Methuen, Tewksbury and beyond while maintaining many of the traditions of their predecessors.

On display will be artifacts from the native land of Syria and Lebanon, traditional costumes, a collection of iconography, as well as photos of well-known immigrant groups such as the Abodeely, Beshara, Brox, Elias, Forsley, Hatem, Hassan, Husson, Khoury, Maria, Saab, Saba, Zaher and other families. The opening will include traditional food including hushwee (chicken stuffed with rice), yabrah (stuffed grapeleaves), hubbus (Syrian bread), and kibbe (ground beef and lamb with bulgur). There will also be live music from George Maloof, traditional dancing by the Ansara family, nargili (waterpipe) demonstrations with Sharkey and George Skaff, and a poetry reading by well-known author Jane Brox. There will also be a special appearance by Metropolitan Opera star and famous former Lowellian Rosalind Elias who will perform with guests the Standing Room Only Players. 

Also as part of the exhibit, the Parker Lecture Series is sponsoring Michel El-Ashkar who will present a lecture on the history of famous Lebanese-American author, Kahlil Gibran, who lived in Boston and wrote several famous works including The Prophet. The lecture will be held on Tuesday, October 10th at the National Park Visitor Center, 246 Market Street beginning at 7:00 pm.

The exhibit committee has been organized by George Saba, Terry Husson Kadir, Father Len Faris, Sharkey Skaff, Marty Lorrey and Mehmed Ali. The exhibit will run through March 1st, 2007 and all events are free of charge. For more information please contact:
The Patrick J. Mogan Cultural Center

40 French Street, Lowell, Massachusetts 01852

Mehmed Ali - Director

(  978-275-1826  ( mehmed_ali@nps.gov

