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Helping children develop the skills to function competently and effectively in today’s economic world is becoming increasingly challenging for all parents and teachers of young children.  The challenge may be particularly difficult for immigrant parents.  But some immigrants, like the Lebanese, tend to respond more effectively to the challenge than others.

According to the most recent U.S. Census, Lebanese immigrants, as a group, have been very successful in adapting to the U.S. economic environment.  Do ethnicity and religion influence this process of acquiring the values and skills that these families use to adapt to the U.S. economic world?  To answer this and other, related questions, researchers at Tufts University are interviewing members of the Lebanese Muslim and Maronite communities in Eastern Massachusetts.  We would like to know what accounts for their success, and what their children learn from them about the economic world and how to succeed in it.  Our goal is to learn more about the kinds of experience that help these children understand the economic world and the roles they may play in it, and thereby develop into healthy, productive adults.  We intend to include other ethnic groups in these studies, in addition to Lebanese immigrants, and to follow these children through their high school years, contingent on receiving additional foundation-based support for this project.
What are the benefits of this research, and who benefits from it?
The research--carried out among Lebanese Muslim and Maronite immigrant families as well as among immigrant families from other ethnic groups--constitutes the first stage of three in our overall program.  In the second stage of our program, we will work with school teachers, after-school program providers, curriculum specialists, and others who work directly with the children of immigrants—specifically, to apply the knowledge gained from our research to the development of new curricula and educational programs and to the improvement of existing curricula and educational programs whose subject matter includes economic and financial literacy, youth entrepreneurship, and career planning.  
In the third stage of our work, we plan to evaluate the economic curricula and program materials we help develop--to determine how they may be further improved in order to best address the values, skills, and needs of children of Lebanese immigrants, as well as children from other immigrant groups.  We would then be in a position to inform policy makers, foundation funders, and others about this work, and obtain from them the financial and other support needed for schools and after-school programs to be able to adopt these materials in their work with the children of immigrants.
We need your help.  By sharing your story with us, you will be contributing valuable information to the understanding of the Lebanese in America.  We want to interview Lebanese immigrant parents who are Muslim or Maronite (and their spouses who may not be Lebanese, Muslim, Maronite, or immigrants) living in the greater Boston area; and, of course, their 8-12 year old children.  Do you qualify for this project?  Do you know anyone who does?  Interviews will be scheduled at times convenient to the participating families; in addition, interviews will take place in participating families’ homes or, if preferable, at another location in or near the communities of these families.

We believe the interviews will be a positive experience for you and your children, and provide your children with a unique opportunity to voice their thoughts and opinions.  (In addition, participating children will receive a gift certificate from a well-known, national chain store as a token of appreciation for their families’ time commitment.)  If your family qualifies for this project, or you know of others who do, please contact Lawrence Gianinno, Ph.D., Research Professor, and Principal Investigator of the Tufts Study of the Development of Economic Understanding among Immigrant Families.  Contact him at:  617-627-4449 (Office Phone) or Lawrence.Gianinno@Tufts.edu.  Thank you! 
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