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Syllabus/Coombe and Herman


[Trans] National Identities, New Media/tions and the Place of the Public


Anthropology 281 (Harvard) 

Communications and Culture 2101 (York University)

Professor Rosemary J. Coombe and Professor Andrew Herman 

Spring 2004

Thursdays 3-5 pm.

Rosemary Coombe

Weatherhead Center, Room 311

William James Hall, Room 307

Office Hours: 

Weatherhead: Friday 1-3pm (or after class)

William James: Monday 2-4 pm

Course Description 

The course will explore changing relationships between communications technologies and national identities with a particular emphasis on Canada (although the concepts we develop and the cultural challenges that Canada faces are shared in other multicultural states under conditions of neoliberalism, globalization, and the intensification of migrancy and cultural flows) We consider key concepts such as the nation, national territory, publics and public spheres, globalization, cosmopolitanism, transnationalism, and diaspora. The course readings employ and elaborate theories derived from Althusser, Benedict Anderson, Deleuze and Guattari, Gramsci, Foucault, Nancy Fraser, Habermas and Zizek. The historical objectives of Canadian cultural policy will be addressed and Canada’s cultural self-understanding as a society made up of relationships between founding nations, committed to multiculturalism and negotiating relationships with First Nations peoples will be critically examined. The course considers the dominant tropes in the Canadian national imaginary as these are represented in diverse media as well as critical reconsiderations of these from postcolonial perspectives.

The course will consider the perceived importance of culture and communications in  Canadian society under conditions where mass media communications assumed dominance. We will then consider the extent to which processes of globalisation and new information communications technologies are posing new challenges to the cultural industries and to national identity while transnational processes create new opportunities for alternative forms of nation-building, new publics, and new forms of global civil society. Do emerging social movements enabled by digital technologies strengthen or undermine “the nation” or demand that we conceptualise it differently?

As the term progresses, the classes at York and at Harvard will creatively engage the core theoretical and analytical issues of the course, and create and encounter their own digitally mediated transnational identities, through use of York’s collaborative “Art Mob” software. Our virtual conjuring of a transnational public sphere writ small will culminate in a symposium involving course participants from both institutions at Harvard University in May followed by a faculty conference which will invite experts from across North America to address the issues. Details on the conferences will be forthcoming.

Method of Evaluation:

Students will choose one week where they assume responsibility for addressing the readings and moderating the class discussion about them (20%) and for preparing “reading notes” (a critical summary paper) for each of another two weeks (15% each) which are due prior to the class in which the readings are to be discussed (and students are also encouraged to post their summaries to the course website for other students to read) as well as emailing the notes to me. A final research paper of fifteen to twenty- two pages will be due at the end of the exam period (50%)

Readings:
All articles available as e-resources in Harvard libraries have been posted to the website. Other items, such as chapters from books are on reserve at Tozzer Library. Articles noted as reserve items are also on reserve at Tozzer because no electronic copy could be located. Books for purchase have been ordered at Coop Books. Items noted under Background are not required but available on reserve or on the course website for student information. Depending on the respective number of graduate and undergraduate students in the course and the disciplinary backgrounds of students enrolled, the readings may be cut back and or particular topics made optional.
Books to Purchase:

Walter Clement and Leah Vosko, eds., Changing Canada: Poltical Economy as Transformation (Kingston and Montreal: Mc Gill Queens University Press, 2003).

David Morley, Home Territories: Media, Mobility and Identity (London: Routledge, 2000).

Eva Mackey, The House of Difference: (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001).

Erin Manning, Ephemeral Territories: (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2003).

Books Recommended for Purchase:
Peter Grant and Chris Wood, Blockbusters and Trade Wars: Popular Culture in a Globalized World (Toronto: Douglas and MacIntyre, 2004) (assuming it is published in February).

Week One: February 5, 2004
Introduction to the Course

Week Two: February 12, 2004

Communication, Technology and Mediation

Mark Poster, “National Identities and Communications Technologies” in The Information Society 15: 235-240 (1999).
James Carey, Communication as Culture (Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1989) 13-22, 30-35, 55-56, 60-61,113-121, 123-4, 133-172.

James Lull, “Superculture for the Communication Age,” in James Lull, ed., Culture in the Communication Age (London: Routledge, 2001) 132-163.

Steve Jones and Stephanie Kuker, “Computers, the Internet, and Virtual Cultures,” in James Lull, ed., Culture in the Communication Age (London: Routledge, 2001) 212-225.

Michel Charland, “Technological Nationalism,” Canadian Journal of Political and Social Theory 10: 196-220 (1986). 
Conceptual Approaches:

Francois Debriz and Cynthia Weber, Rituals of Mediation: International Politics and Social Meaning (Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press, 2003) vii-ix, xxi-xlii.
Nick Couldry, “Passing Ethnographies: Rethinking Sites of Agency and Reflexivity in a Mediated World” in P. Murphy and Marwan Kraidy, eds., Global Media Studies: An Ethnographic Perspective (New York: Routledge, 2003) 40-56.

Background:

M. Adria, “Arms to Communications: Idealist and Pragmatist Strains of Canadian Throught on Technology and Nationalism” Canadian Journal of Communications 28: 167-184 (2003).

Week Three: February 19, 2004

Community, Nation and Identity

1. Concepts: The Nation and Its Mediations

Craig Calhoun, “Nationalism and Ethnicity” Annual Review of Sociology 19: 211-239 (1993). Read only pp. 214-224 and 229-235.

Marc Redfield, “Imagi-Nation” in Pheng Cheah and Jonathon Culler, eds., Grounds of Comparison: Around the Work of Benedict Anderson  (New York: Routledge, 2003) 75-87

Gopal Balakrishnan, “The National Imagination,” in G. Balakrishnan, eds., Mapping the Nation (London and New York: Verso, 1996) 198-208.

Jonathan Ree, “Cosmopolitanism and the Experience of Nationality,” in P. Cheah and B. Robbins, eds., Cosmopolitics:Thinking and Feeling Beyond the Nation (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1998) 77-88

Pheng Cheah, “The Cosmopolitical—Today,” in P. Cheah and B. Robbins, eds., Cosmopolitics: Thinking and Feeling Beyond the Nation (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1998) 20-30

John Thompson, The Media and Modernity (Palo Alto: Stanford University Press, 1995) 1-9, 81-87, 119-140, 207-234.

David Morley, “ Broadcasting and the National Family,” in Home Territories: Media, Mobility and Identity (London: Routledge, 2000) 105-112.
John Connell and Cris Gibson, “Music Communities: National Identity, Ethnicity and Place,” in Soundtracks: Popular Music, Identity and Place (London: Routledge, 2003) 117-143.

Background:

John Breuilly, “Approaches to Nationalism,” in G. Balakrishnan, eds., Mapping the Nation (London and New York: Verso, 1996) 146-174.

Week Four: February 26, 2004

2. Canadian Specificities
a) General.

Eva Mackey, “Localising Strategies: Celebrating Canada,” in The House of Difference: Cultural Politics and National Identity in Canada (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001) 1-39, 91-106.

Kieran Keohane, Symptoms of Canada: An Essay on Canadian Identity (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1997) 1-77. 

Erin Manning, “Close to Home: Canadian Identity, Nationalism, and Errant Politics,” in Ephemeral Territories: Representing Nation, Home, and Identity in Canada (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2003) xv-xxxi

Jennifer Gauthier, “Mood Music for a Nation: Reflections on Reflections of Canada: A Symphony of Sound and Light ,” Topia 6: 45-61 (2000?). 

Will Straw, “Dilemmas of Definition” in Joan Nicks and Jeannette Sloniowski, ed., Slippery Pastimes: Reading the Popular in Canadian Culture (Waterloo: Wilfred Laurier University Press, 2002) 95-108. 
Sean Hayes, “America’s National Pastime and Canadian Nationalism,” in “Sport and Memory in North America” a special issue of Culture, Sport, Society 4(2): 157-184 (2001).

Background:

R. Edwardson, `Kicking Uncle Sam out of the Peaceable Kingdom’: English-Canadian `New  Nationalism’ and Americanization” Journal of Canadian Studies 37 (4): 131-149 (2003). ON EBSCO.

Week Five: March 4, 2004

Canadian Specificities (continued)

b) Founding Nations

Charland, “Constitutive Rhetoric: The Case of the People Quebecois,” Quarterly Journal. Of Speech 73: 133-150 (1987) 
Greg Nielsen, “Culture and the Politics of Being Quebecois: Identity and Communication,” in M. Fournier, et al. Eds., Quebec Society: Critical Issues. (Scarborough: Prentice Hall Canada 1997) 81-94. 

Line Grenier, “Governing `National’ Memories Through Popular Music In Quebec,” Topia 6: 11-19 (2002). 

Petty, “Two Lawyers and an Issue: Reconstructing Quebec’s “Nation” in A Nous Deux!” in Joan Nicks and Jeannette Sloniowski, eds., Slippery Pastimes: Reading the Popular in Canadian Culture (Waterloo: Wilfred Laurier Press, 2002) 127-140.

D.Young, “Celine Dion, National unity and the English-language press in Canada,” Media, Culture and Society 23: 647-653 (2001). 

Students with no knowledge of Canada Quebec relations should read:

Kenneth McRoberts, Misconceiving Canada: The Struggle for National Unity (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1997) 2-54, 176-203, 260-276. On Reserve.


or

David Chennells, The Politics of Nationalism in Canada: Cultural Conflicts Since 1760. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001) 3-36, 206-253. On Reserve.

c) First Nations

Colin Samson, “The Dispossession of the Innu and the Colonial Magic of Canadian Liberalism,” Citizenship Studies 3:5-26 (1999). 

Optional Background: 

Patrick Macklem, The Indigenous Difference and the Constitution of Canada. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001) 76-107.

Week Six: March 11, 2004

Canadian Specificities (continued)

d) Multiculturalism

Kenneth Mc Roberts, Misconceiving Canada (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1997) 117-136.

Eva Mackey, The House of Difference: Cultural Politics and National Identity in Canada (University of Toronto Press, 2001) 1-39, 50-70

Sneja Gunew, “Somatic Choreographies:  Public Spaces, Private Belongings,” in Gunew, Haunted Nations: The Colonial Dimensions of Multiculturalism (New York: Routledge, 2004) 94-106. 

Erin Manning, “Where the Zulu Meets the Mohawk,” in Ephemeral Territories: Representing Nation, Home, and Identity in Canada (Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press, 2003) 61-91.

Heather Smyth, “The Mohawk Warrior: Reappropriating the Colonial Stereotype,” Topia 3: 58-80 (2000). 

Background:

Lori Beaman, “the Myth of Pluralism, Diversity and Vigor: The Constitutional Privilege of Protestantism in the United States and Canada” Journal of the Scientific Study of Religion 42: 311 (2003).

Week Seven: March 18, 2004

2. Being/Home or The Territories of Belonging

David Morley, Home Territories: Media, Mobility and Identity (London: Routledge, 2000) 1-40.

Eva Mackey, “Northern Wilderness and Settler National Identity,” in The House of Difference: Cultural Politics and National Identity in Canada (University of Toronto Press, 2001) 40-49, 71-90

Sherill Grace, Canada and The Idea of North (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2002)  xi-xv, 3-17, 21-27, 30-35, 42-45, 51-73, 79-90, 237-243, 263-8.
Erin Manning, Ephemeral Territories: Representing Nation, Home and Identity in Canada (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2003) 1-60.

Kieran Keohane, Symptoms of Canada: An Essay on the Canadian Identity (University of Toronto Press, 1997) 81-87, 90-97, 119-123.

J. Mc Gregor Wise, “Home, Territory and Identity” Cultural Studies 14:2 (2000) 295-310. 

Week Eight: March 25, 2004

The Public Sphere, Private Space and the Place of the Political
Craig Calhoun, “Nationalism, Political Community and the Representation of Society: Or,  Why Feeling at Home is No Substitute for Public Space,” European Journal of Social Theory 2: 217-231 (2001). 

Michael Warner, “ Publics and Counterpublics” in Publics and Counterpublics (New York: Zone Books, 2002) 65-121 and “Public and Private” in Publics and Counterpublics (New York: Zone Books, 2002) 21-64. 

Daniel Salie, “Transformative Politics, the State and the Politics of Social Change in Quebec” in W. Clement and L. Vosko, eds., Changing Canada (Montreal and Kingston: Queen’s Mc Gill University Press, 2003) 25-51.

Jodi Dean, “Cybersalons and Civil Society” Public Culture 13: 243-265 (2001). 

John Urry and Mimi Sheller, “Mobile Transformations of `Public’ and `Private’ Life,” Theory, Culture & Society 20: 107-125 (2003) 

Elayne Zalis, “At Home in Cyberspace: Staging Autobiographical Scenes,” Biography 26: 84-119 (2003) 

Background:

James Tully, “ Reimagining Belonging in Circumstances of Cultural Diversity: A Citizen Approach” in U. Hedetoft and M. Hjort, eds., The Postnational Self: Belonging and Identity (University of Minnesota Press, 2002) 152-177. 

April 1, 2004 
Reading Week

Week Nine: April 8, 2004


Globalization and Transnationalism 

1. Globalization

Douglas Kellner, “Theorizing Globalization,” Sociological Theory 20: 285-306 (2002) 

David Morley, “”Borders and Belongings: Strangers and Foreigners” and Racialisations of Space,” in Home Territories: Media, Mobility and Identity (London: Routledge, 2000) 204-213, 220-224.

2. Transformations of Communications and Spaces 

Vincent Mosco, “The Transformation of Communication in Canada” in W. Clement and L. Vosko, eds., Changing Canada: Political Economy as Transformation (Mc Gill Queens University Press, 2003) 287-308.

Mel Watkins, “Politics in the Time and Space of Globalisation” in W. Clement and L. Vosko, eds., Changing Canada: Political Economy as Transformation (Mc Gill Queen’s University Press, 2003) 3-24.

Roger Keil and Fipfer, “The Urban Experience and Globalisation” in W. Clement and L. Vosko, eds., Changing Canada: Political Economy as Transformation  (Mc Gill Queens University Press, 2003) 335-362.

David Morley, “The Media, the City and the Suburbs: Urban and Virtual Geographies of Exclusion” in Home Territories: Media, Mobility and Identity (London: Routledge, 2002) 128-148

K. Mitchell, “Conflicting Geographies of Democracy and the Public Sphere in Vancouver, B.C.” Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 22: 162-179 (2001).

Claire Smith and Graeme K. Ward, “Globalization and Indigenous Peoples: Threat or Empowerment?” in C. Smith and G.K. Ward, eds., Indigenous Cultures in an Interconnected World (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2000) 1-24.

Week Ten: April 15, 2004

3. Transnationalism

Alejandro Portes, et al, “The Study of Transnationalism” and “Towards a New World,” Ethnic and Racial Studies 22:(1999) 217-230, 463-468, 473-475.

Thomas Faist, “Transnationalism in International Migration: Implications for the Study of Citizenship and Culture,” Ethnic and Racial Studies 23: 189-222 (2000). WILL BE EDITED TO 12 PAGES.

Nina Glick Schiller and Georges Eugene Fouron, “At First I was Laughing,” and “Long Distance Nationalism Defined,” in Georges Work Up Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home (Durham: Duke University Press, 2001) 1-4, 17-35.

Rohitashya Chattopadhyay, “The Internet and Postcolonial Development: India’s Transnational Reality” Contemporary South Asia 12: 25-40 (2003) 
Catherine Pratt and B. Yeoh, “Transnational [feminist] Counter Topologies,” Gender, Place and Culture 10: 159-166 (2003).

Craig Calhoun, “Constitutionalism, Patriotism, and the Public Sphere: Interests, Identity, and Solidarity in the Integration of Europe,” in Pablo De Greiff and Ciaran Cronin, eds., Global Justice and Transnational Politics: Essays on the Moral and Political Challenges of Globalization (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2002) 175-312.

Week Eleven: April 22, 2004

Transnational Flows I: Cultural Flows and Cultural Industries

Stephen Clarkson, “The Cultured State” in Uncle Sam and Us: Globalization, Neoconservatism, and the Canadian State (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2002) 354-380.
.Peter Grant & Chris Wood, Blockbusters and Trade Wars: Popular Culture in a Globalized World (Toronto: Douglas and MacIntyre, 2004). 13-43, 110-136, 139-156.

Charles Acland, Screen Traffic: Moves, Multiplexes and Global Culture (Durham: Duke University Press, 2003) 3-44, 163-195.
Roy Shuker, “We are the World: State Music Policy, Cultural Imperialism, and Globalization, ” in J. Lewis and T. Miller, eds., Critical Cultural Policy Studies: A Reader (Malden: Blackwell Publishing, 2003) 253-263. 

Bart Testa and Jim Shedden, “In the Great Midwestern Hardware Store: The Seventies Triumph in English-Canadian Rock Music,” in Joan Nicks and Slippery Pastimes: Reading the Popular in Canadian Culture (Waterloo: Wilfred Laurier, 2002) 177-216.

Bram Dov Abramson, “Country Music and Cultural Industry: Mediating Structures in Transnational Media flow,” Media, Culture and Society 24: 255-274 (2002).

Peter Grant & Chris Wood, Blockbusters and Trade Wars: Popular Culture in a Globalized World (Toronto: Douglas and MacIntyre, 2004) 315-326, 352-420. WILL BE EDITED DOWN.

Background:

Will Straw, “No Future? The Canadian Music Industries,” in D. Taras, et. al. eds., How Canadians Communicate (University of Calgary Press, 2003)203-220.

ADD URL FOR WEBSITE ON INTERNATIONAL NETWORK ON CULTURAL DIVERSITY.

Week Twelve: April 29, 2004

Transnational Flows II: Diasporic Mediations
Victor Satzewich and Lloyd Wang, “Immigration, Ethnicity and Race: The Transformation of Transnationalism, Localism and Identities” in W. Clement and L. Vosko, eds., Changing Canada: Political Economy as Transformation (2003) 363-392.

Verne Dusenberg, “A Sikh Diaspora? Contested Identities and Constructed Realities,“ in P. Van Der Veer, ed., Nation and Migration (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 1995).

Murray Forman, “Straight Outta Mogadishu” Topia (2001)

Karim H. Karim, “Mapping Diasporic Mediascapes,” in Karim H. Karim, ed., The Media of Diaspora (London and New York: Routledge, 2003), 1-18.

David Morley, “Media, Mobility, Migrancy,” in Home Territories: Media, Mobility, and Identity (London: Routledge, 2000) 149-170.

Maya Ranganathan, “Nurturing a Nation on the Net: The Case of Tamil Ealam” Nationalism and Ethnic Politics 8: 51-66 (2002). 

Transnational Communications Networks Among Diasporic Communities. See www.transcomm.ox.ac.uk.

J. Connel, “A World of Flows: Music, Mobility and Transnational Soundscapes” in Soundtracks: Popular Music, Identity and Place (London: Routledge 2003) 160-191.

J. Warwick, “Make Way for the Indian: Bhangra Music South Asian Presence in Toronto” Popular Music and Society (2000) 24: 25-45.

Keith Nurse, “Globalization and Trinidad Carnival: Diaspora, Hybridity and Identity in Global Culture” Cultural Studies 13: 661-690 (1999). 
Week Thirteen: May 6, 2004

Unit VII: Transnational Flows III: Information Communications Technologies and the Cultural Politics of a Global Civil Society 

Vincent Mosco and  Patricia Mazepa, “High Tech Hegemony: Transforming Canada’s Capital into Silicon Valley North,” in Lee Artiz and Yaya R. Kamalipour, eds.,  The Globalization of Corporate Media Hegemony (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2003) 93-112.

William K. Carroll  & Elaine Coburn, “Social Movements and Transformation,” in W. Clement and L. Vosko, eds., Changing Canada: Political Economy as Transformation (Kingston and Montreal: Mc Gill Queens University Press, 2003) 79-105.

David Morley, “Postmodern, Virtual and Cybernetic Geographies,” in Home Territories: Media, Mobility and Identity  (London: Routledge, 2000) 186-203.

Christina Gabriel and Laura Macdonald, “Beyond the Continentalist Divide: Politics in North America without borders,” in W. Clement and L. Vosko, eds., Changing Canada: Political Economy as Transformation (Kingston and Montreal: Mc Gill Queens University Press, 2003) 213-240.

Valerie Alia, “Scattered Voices, Global Vision: Indigenous Peoples and the New Media Nation,” in K. Karim ed., The Media of Diaspora (London and New York: Routledge, 2003) 36-50.

Scott R. Olson, “Contaminations & Hybrids: Indigenous Identity and Resistance to Global Media,” 2 (2) Simile (2002). 

Choose between:

Sherry Simon, "Vernaculars Abroad: The Travelling Theatres of Michel Tremblay and Robert Le Page,” Topia 4: 27 - 39 (2000) 

and

Erin Manning, “Dwelling in the Language of the Other,” in Ephemeral Territories: Representing Nation, Home and Identity in Canada (Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press, 2003) 121-147.


or

Guobin Yang, “The Internet and the Rise of a Transnational Chinese Cultural Sphere,” Media, Culture and Society 25: 469-490 (2003). 


and

M. Graham and S. Khosavi, “Reordering Public and Private in Iranian Cyberspace,” Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power 9: 219-246 (2002).

For recent discussions on how to make media environments more conducive to civil society needs see:

RECENT WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY MEETINGS IN GENEVA AND LINKED TEXTS

See http://hubproject.org/news/203/12.

See http://www.itu.int/wsis
Background:

Stephen Clarkson, “Building a Postglobalist Canada,” in Uncle Sam and Us: Globalization, Neoconservatism, and the Canadian State (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2002) 420-427.
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