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Clinical Excellence Research Center (2019-20): Application Information 
 

Stanford University’s Clinical Excellence Research Center (CERC) design fellowship provides 

an opportunity to gain knowledge, skills, and experience in healthcare delivery innovation. We 

seek residents and fellows in their professional development or research years, who have the 

potential to become leaders in the discovery and scaling of care delivery innovations that lower 

the cost of clinically excellent care.  

 

Fellows are taught by world-class faculty in fundamentals of healthcare value improvement, 

research manuscript preparation, public speaking, scalability analysis and grant-writing. Upon 

completion of the fellowship our graduates are prepared to lead value improvement throughout 

the healthcare economy. 

 

Working in multi-disciplinary teams, fellows design new care models in clinical domains 

associated with substantial fractions of nationwide disability and health spending. The design 

goal is to assemble an innovative healthcare delivery model built to maximally lower national 

health spending while improving quality and experience of care. The fellowship year features 

exposure to leaders from relevant disciplines, methodical review of the literature, training in 

human-centered design, site observations and interviews with clinicians at the national value 

frontier. The fellowship also includes a study of high-value practices in other industries, 

exposure to emerging digital tools to support care innovation, rapid design cycles guided by 

diverse faculty and industry advisors, manuscript preparation and an innovation scalability 

analysis.  

 

Previous Stanford CERC Fellows have spanned diverse disciplines and backgrounds.   
 

“This fellowship changed my career by giving me a novel value-based lens through 

which to view all of surgical care. It allowed me to pivot towards a career in health 

services research, healthcare policy, and healthcare administration. As the saying goes, 

‘you don’t know what you don’t know.’ CERC exposed me to a whole new world of 

unknowns, and I’m very grateful to have spent a year with such visionaries”  

 

– Cliff Sheckter, 5th year Plastics Resident, Stanford Medicine 

 

The fellowship is directed by Stanford faculty Drs. Terry Platchek and Kevin Schulman with 

active participation by Drs. Nirav Shah and Arnold Milstein. Over three dozen national and 

international guest faculty and visiting scholars also participate in the training and ongoing 

mentorship of fellows.  

 

Fellows complete an 11-month program that begins in August 2019. Fellows are expected to 

devote a minimum of 80% of their time exclusively to fellowship activities. Admissions are on a 

rolling basis; candidates are encouraged to apply as soon as possible. For further information and 

to apply, please contact Zoe Richardson, CERC’s Fellowship Coordinator, at 

cercinquiry@stanford.edu. Applicants must include a CV and a cover letter explaining their  

interest.  For additional information, please visit https://tinyurl.com/CERCfellowship 

http://med.stanford.edu/cerc.html
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