
TISSA H. ILLNGASEKARE

AMAX Distinguished Chair of Environmental Science and Engineering and Professor of Civil Engineering, Colorado School of Mines

	Education:
	Ph.D., Civil Engineering (Groundwater Hydrology and Modeling), Colorado State University,  1978 

M. Eng., Hydrology and Water Resources Development, Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand, 1974

B.Sc. (honors) ,Civil Engineering, University of  Ceylon, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka,  1971


Dr. Illangasekare is presently holding the AMAX Distinguished Chaired Professorship of Environmental Science and Engineering at the Colorado School of Mines (CSM). He is also the Director of the University/ Industry/ National Laboratory collaborative Center for the Experimental Study of Subsurface Environmental Processes (htpp://cesep.mines.edu). He also holds the title of Professor of Civil Engineering at CSM. Prior to joining CSM, he was a faculty member at the University of Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Colorado State University, Louisiana State University and the University of Colorado at Boulder. He is also an affiliated faculty member of Civil Engineering Department at CSU, Civil and Environmental Engineering Department and Department of Applied Mathematics CU-Boulder. 

Professor Illangasekare has 28 years of academic and research experience with numerical modeling of saturated and unsaturated flow in soils, surface-subsurface interaction, integrated modeling of hydrologic systems, flow in snow, subsurface chemical transport and multiphase flow and physical model testing. He has extensive experience in hydrologic model development and laboratory and field validations of models. He has served as the principal investigator on many projects sponsored by NSF, Army Research Office, EPA, Air Force,  DOE, DOD, EPRI and numerous industrial sponsors. He has published many book chapters and more than 200 technical articles in refereed journals and proceedings on hydrologic modeling, contaminant transport, snow hydrology, dam safety, computational methods and numerical modeling and tsunami related contamination. He is a co-editor of Vadose Zone Journal and Managing Editor for hydrology for Earth Science Review and has served on the editorial boards of Water Resources Research, Journal of Contaminant Hydrology, Journal of Hydrology. He is   a member of AGU Unsaturated Zone Committee, past Vice President of IAHS International Commission on Atmosphere-Soil-Vegetation Relations (ICASVAR), Chair of the IWA Specialty group on multiphase flow and porous media transport and Co-director of NATO Advance Study Workshop. Professor Illangasekare listed in numerous Who's biographical publications and is a recipient of many awards for research, educational and service recognitions. He was the keynote speaker at numerous of national and international conferences and served on a number of national and international panels and committees including committees of the National Academy of Sciences. Professor Illangasekare has supervised 28 Ph.D. students, 38 MS thesis students and more than 15 post-doctoral research associates. He has past or ongoing research collaborations with leading research groups in groundwater in Asia and Europe.  He was the interim President of the faculty senate at CSM in 2002 academic year. He is a Fellow of the American Geophysical Union (AGU)  and  a Fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). In 2006, he was elected a Fellow of the American Association for Advancement of Science (AAAS) in recognition of his “distinguished contributions to improving fundamental understanding of flow and transport processes in soils and groundwater, including snow, through innovative laboratory, field and modeling studies.” He is also a registered Professional Engineer, a registered Professional Hydrologist,  Diplomate of the American Academy of Environmental Engineers (certified by eminence) and a Diplomate of the American Academy of Water Resources Engineers that is affiliated with ASCE. 


He is currently serving as a Director of Hydrologic Sciences Program at the National Science Foundation in Arlington, VA. 
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