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Experience

 

The Sunday Times, (South Africa)                                                                                                   

    Chief foreign correspondent; Science reporter              April 2008-Present              

· Reporting for print and on-line, focusing on Page 1 and national news packages: public health, science and general news. 

· Principal foreign correspondent – elections, natural disasters, epidemics, conflict, and other news events from more than 25 countries to date, specializing in developing countries.

· Editing roles: late edition news editor (monthly); Acting Foreign Editor.

· Additional reporting roles: Newsmaker interviews; writing features, analysis and editorial; initiating and producing  packages on science and the environment. 

· News blogging; scripting and voicing audio for on-line.

· Training and Mentorship: all newsroom reporters. 

· Some 50 Page 1 Lead stories published in Times career. Some 2000 news stories published.

    Other Professional Roles: Coaching journalists; media training for scientists, business executives and health professionals

 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, (Cambridge, MA) 

Aug 2009 – June 2010:

     MIT Knight Science Journalism Fellow                                                                                       

· One of 12 senior US and international journalists awarded a 9 month study fellowship at MIT and Harvard; employed by MIT as a research fellow.

     Coursework includes:

· New media journalism; videography; audio scripting for radio and on-line (MIT).

· Middle East conflict and military intervention policy at Harvard Kennedy School of Government.

· Astrophysics (full year course) and Climate Change studies: Harvard

· Science Communication (MIT) and Online reporter for Cambridge Science Festival.

 

The Sunday Times, South Africa               (continued)                                                                                      

       UK Bureau Chief, London                                                              April 2006-April 2008

· Reported on breaking UK news, politics, profiles, analysis, science and South African expatriates in London. 

· Reported news events from Europe, North America and North Africa. 

· Managed bureau; office budget and part-time accounting and photography staff.

· London interviews included PM Tony Blair, Richard Branson and Roger Federer

 

       Chief Reporter, (Cape Town, South Africa)                               Jan 2004-April 2006

· Produced investigative series, working independent of News Desk.

· (Other roles as above) 

       Eastern Cape Bureau Chief,  (Port Elizabeth)              Mar 2002-Dec 2003 

· Responsible for all Times news and features coverage from the south-eastern quarter of South Africa.

· Focused on issues of HIV/Aids, TB and poverty.

· Ran bureau based in Port Elizabeth, SA; managed contract photographers; commissioned stringer stories; supervised printing and circulation

 

Deputy News Editor, (Johannesburg main newsroom)    Dec 2000-Mar 2002   

· Managed a team of 9 reporters and 4 photographers in main newsroom.

· Training and mentorship: junior newsroom reporters

· Issued news and feature assignments;

· Intensive Copy Editing: Metro and National stories.

· Compiled Metro news diary/ schedule of stories for print and on-line.

· Supervised Metro layout.

 

The Washington Post , Washington, DC                        May 2000 - Dec 2000

Alfred Friendly Press Fellow

· Produced stories for the national feature section (Style). Also, news pieces for the Metro section.

· More than 20 national pieces published; 6 Page 1 lead stories (Style section).

· Focused on politics, social trends; humor, and profiles in Washington DC. Included White House events coverage.

 

Freelance work: regular contributor to: BBC Future; Mail & Guardian (South Africa); Elle Magazine

The Sunday Times, South Africa (continued)                                                                      

       General News Reporter                                                                                                        Feb 1996-May 2000

· Focused on health, crime, court, and environment reporting.

· Principal features writer on Sunday Times Lifestyle magazine.

       Metro Features Writer/ Metro Features Editor                                                            Feb 1996-June 1998

· Writing, assigning and editing features for Sunday Times Metro Section in Durban newsroom.

· Wrote health, human interest,  general news, writing weekly pop-culture column, "The Night Hawk".

  

The Durban Times & The Highway Herald                                                                Sept 1992-Feb 1996

       Reporter; Layout Copy Editor

· Reporting, photography and layout for two community newspapers in Durban, South Africa; magazine freelance.

 

Global Correspondence:
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Haiti (2010) Earthquake

Zimbabwe (2008) oppression; cholera 

USA (2004; 2008) Presidential elections 

Dominican Republic (2010) Haitian refugees

Portugal (2008) Africa- EU Summit 

Netherlands (2008) Charles Taylor trial; etc 

Hungary (2006) Civil uprising 

Germany (2006) Saudi arms investigation

Mozambique (2000; 2001) floods; land mines 

Lesotho (1998) military rebellion

Comoros Islands (1997)Volcano villages

Libya (2007) politics; archaeology

Philippines (2000) separatist war

Northern Ireland (2007) conflict; 

Switzerland (2007)World Economic Forum  

Nigeria (2007) elections

India (2004) Desai rape trial

China (2004) economic boom 

Sri Lanka (2004) Tsunami

Botswana (2000) Death row interviews

Also: Romania; France; Poland; UK; Egypt (various dates)

Education:

Research Fellowship:

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard University      

2009 - 2010

· Policy: Information policy; War, States and Intervention; Middle East politics (Kennedy School of Government)

· Science: Undergraduate astrophysics (full year course - Harvard); Climate Change Debates (Harvard Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences)

· On-line Journalism: New Media techniques; Science Communication (MIT)

· Public Health: MIT Medical Evidence Bootcamp (Dec 2009); seminars at Institute for Healthcare Improvement; MIT seminars in epidemiology, etc

 

Industry training:

· News Videography - University of Colombia Dept of Journalism (Duy Linh Tu) – interview lighting; shooting techniques; editing with Final Cut Pro.

· Hostile Environments Reporting: Centurion Risk Assessments course - Virginia, US, 2000

· Principles of American Journalism; Deadline News Reporting: Philip Merrill College of Journalism, University of Maryland, May 2000

· Johnnic (Avusa) Publishing courses: News Editing; Business writing; Libel and media law; writing on race and religion; shorthand and note-taking

 

Degrees obtained:

University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa, 1991

Bachelor of Arts with Honors

Political Science and Law 

 

Select Awards 

 

•             Vodacom South African Journalist of the Year, 2004 (National winner - News category)

•
 Vodacom South African Journalist of the Year, 2010 (National winner – Features category)

•              Vodacom regional winner: 2003; 2005; 2006; 2010 (Print news)

•              Mondi Shanduka Newspaper Award, 2009 - Columns (National winner)

•              Siemens Profile Awards: Best Health Reporting in Africa, 2008 (Runner-up)

•              Avusa Editor's Award: Best Feature Writer, 2008

•              Alfred Friendly Press Fellowship, 2000 (Washington Post position)

 

