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Writer, Editor, Art Director, Manager

Goal

A communications role at an academic, cultural, or nonprofit organization—on a part-time, 

full-time, or consulting basis.

Summary

Award-winning communications consultant with outstanding writing, editing, visual, 

and management skills. Gifted at evoking creativity from individuals and teams. Adept 

at helping organizations identify key messages and express them in words and graphics. 

A versatile member of a communications or publishing group: can contribute in a single capacity—as writer, editor, art director, photographer—or combine skills, and manage 

projects and teams. 
______________________________________________________________________________________
Experience

Creative Director — Elements Communications 

2002—Present  

Provide writing, editing, art direction, strategic communication planning, and project management for non-profits, foundations, creative firms, and authors. Clients include The Boston Foundation, Tufts University, The Food Project, and architectural firms. Work with senior managers to identify, clarify, and refine messaging and delivery techniques. Receive kudos for results, diplomacy, creative insight, and maintaining outstanding communications and collegiality.  Recent projects include:

Book Editor, The Good City 
Assembled the publishing partners and developed manuscript; Identified themes, selected and cajoled noted writers to contribute; editing services from concept development to proofing.  Book sponsored by The Boston Foundation, published by Beacon Press, and presented as a gift from the City to the 35,000 delegates to the 2004 Democratic National convention. 

Report Editor, Writer, The Boston Foundation 

Oversaw development of a series of major reports on public policy issues. Diplomatic, expert editorial services working with academics, policy makers, and civic leaders. Established editorial goals, interviewed scholars, managed process; wrote introductions; ensured excellent communications among decision-makers. 

Consulting Editor — Tufts University 

Fast-paced editorial review and polishing of series of case studies and materials for the Tufts Capital Campaign


Writing, Strategic Communications, Branding  — Architectural Firms


Re-branding and communication plans for several Boston-based architectural firms. Results included: enhanced visibility; internal clarity; and significant new clients for the 


firms. Conducted market research, worked with principals to uncover strengths and messages; developed brochures, Web sites, taglines, articles for publication. 

Book Editor, Publishing Consultant — The Philanthropic Initiative

Helped TPI establish their publishing wing, TPI Editions,; served as consulting literary editor 

for Just Money, a work that captures the wisdom of a generation of philanthropic leaders.  

Strategic Communications  — The Food Project

Evaluated existing communications, and recommend ways to strengthen the identity and communications materials of this superb youth leadership group 

Editor, Orion Magazine 

1992—2000

Served as principal intellectual guide for the magazine, which received awards and  experienced increased subscription during my tenure. Helped broaden the definition of nature writing; selected and prepared manuscripts for publication; wrote editorials; cultivated diversity; initiated liaisons between social justice and environmental communities; established poetry department.  Orion has been cited as “the single most vital gathering place for art, science, and conservation effort in North America.”   
Writer

1985-Present 

Author of three books, numerous essays, and articles. Books are: The Very Rich Hours (travels); Angela The Upside Down Girl (true stories about identity and place); and Green the Witch Hazel Wood (poems). Contributor to Home Ground, Language for an American Landscape (Trinity Press, 2006). Widely anthologized.  Writing also appears in The Atlantic Monthly, The New Yorker, The Nation, The Boston Globe Magazine, Salon, and literary journals. 
Principal, Hiestand Design Associates

1973–1986

Founded and provided leadership for HDA, an award-winning graphic and exhibit design firm whose clients included Massachusetts General Hospital, Museum Wharf, The Children’s Museum, Wellesley College, The Boston Symphony, Management Sciences for Health; Faneuil Hall Marketplace;  the Massachusetts Equal Right Amendment campaign, and Place Over Time, a major exhibit funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Designer, Education Development Center

1970-1973

Developed design for series of innovative curriculum materials, developed in collaboration with senior educators and Harvard University scholars

Education

Doctoral Fellowship 

Boston University, 1988-1990

University Professors Program (literature, philosophy of nature)

Doctoral writings became The Very Rich Hours (Beacon Press)

Master of Fine Arts 

Boston University, 1988

MFA thesis became Green The Witch Hazel Wood (Graywolf Press) 

Recipient of the National Poetry Award

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Philadelphia College of Art 1970

Concentration in Design and Photography 

Awards 

The Whiting Award  

National Magazine Award 

The Pushcart Prize 

Grant, Massachusetts Cultural Council  

Grant, National Endowment for the Humanities 

Best American Poetry anthology 


Doctoral Fellowship, Boston University 

Finalist, Artists Foundation of Massachusetts 

Discovery  / The Nation  

National Poetry Series Award 

International Women in Design Award

Boston Art Directors Club, numerous awards

The CASE Award for Educational Design 

Print Magazine Award

Community Service  

Executive Board, PEN New England  2002-Present 

Board member, Associates of the Boston Public Library 1995-1999

Examiner Club  1992-Present 

Founder and Co-Director, Communicators for Nuclear Disarmament 1980-1985

Founder, Creative Director, The Friends of Sandcastles   1973-1990

Photography

I was given a Brownie camera when I was nine, and have been making photographs ever since. 

I have photographed in faraway places—the Orkney Islands, Japan, Belize—and in places closer 

to home, including the Everglades, the American South, and boatyards along the Atlantic coast.  

My photographs are collected and published, and make themselves useful in offices, homes 

and public spaces. To see images, visit ehiestand.com 

