CSSA Activities (May 2008- 2009)
Culture Exchange

CSSA aims at facilitating cultural exchange between Chinese and non-Chinese students at MIT, and introducing Chinese culture to the whole MIT community. Following this, CSSA has enthusiastically organized various cultural events last year. A selection of such events is shown below:

1. May 12, 2008, CSSA launched a week long Donation Drive immediately after the Sichuan earthquake, and collected $45,500 from 548 donors.  
2. May 25, 2008, CSSA organized a large event “Earthquake Relief Benefit Concert” at Kresge to help the victims during the tragic earthquake happening in Sichuan, China. More than 1,200 people were attracted to this large event, and a total donation of $28,186 was collected and sent to Sichuan Red Cross. Lots of local newspapers including FOX 25 reported this successful event. http://www.myfoxboston.com/dpp/news/MIT_Students_Hold_Charity_Concert_For_Earthquake_Victims
3. Jun 06, 2008, CSSA organized “CSSA Dragon Boat Team”, and participated in the Annual “Dragon Boat Festival” in Greater Boston Area. Our team won a gold medal among 32 boat racing teams, and the event was reported by The Tech. http://tech.mit.edu/V128/N31/dragonboat.html
4. Jun 14, 2008, CSSA organized “Chinese Traditional Music Concert” at Kresge, and over 800 people attended this free event and enjoyed Chinese traditional music.

5. Jun 15, 2008, CSSA enthusiastically participated in the “Culture Festival” at S&P, and introduced Chinese culture, cuisine and dance and martial arts. Over 200 people attended this event.

6. Jul. 1, 2008, CSSA organized “Olympic T-shirt Design Contest”. And the winner design was printed on around 500 T-shirts that were sold out on campus in only a couple days.

7. Aug 2, 2008, CSSA organized “Chinese Valentines' Day Party” at Ashdown House. And over 300 people attended the event, and enjoyed the great food, performance, games, and dancing.

8. Aug 8, 2008, CSSA organized “Olympic Trivia Contest” at the student center, to introduce Olympic knowledge to everyone. On the same day, we organized a real time watching of the Olympic opening ceremony and more than 200 people attended this event. This event was also reported in local newspapers. 

9. Aug 26, 2008, CSSA attended MIT “T-party” at the student center and “Activities midway” at Johnson Athletic center, to introduce Chinese culture to the whole MIT community
10. Aug 30, 2008, CSSA co-organized “Orientation Olympics” with Tang Hall Residence Association.  As one of the highlighted orientation events, it attracted lots of new students as well as current students. In the feedback, everyone enjoyed great sports and meeting new friends. 

11. Sep 6, 2008, CSSA organized “Mid-autumn Concert” at Kresge auditorium. And over 800 people attended this free concert and enjoyed Chinese traditional music, dances, Beijing opera and many other great performances.

12. Sep 14, 2008, CSSA organized “Mid-autumn Harbor Cruise”. About 500 MIT students and scholars attended this event, and enjoyed an unforgettable four-hour cruise with great students' performances, hiphop dancing, and balloon dancing. 

13. Oct 1, 2008, CSSA organized “National Day Artwork Competition” on campus. And awarded many great artworks from MIT students, including Chinese calligraphy, painting, poem, essays and computer drawing.

14.  Nov 11, 2008, CSSA organized a big “Thanksgiving Banquet” in student center for all the students who cannot go home for thanksgiving. About 300 people attended this event, and enjoyed great Chinese food, Karaoke singing, card games, and dancing.

15. Dec 20, 2008, CSSA organized a big “Cooking Contest” and “Christmas Party” in student center. And more than 300 people attended this great event to celebrate this big festival with MIT fellow students, to show their cooking skills, to enjoy Chinese dinner and to get to know new friends, within the big MIT family.
16. Jan 23, 2009, CSSA organized a big “Chinese New Year Banquet” at Walker Memorial. This event had received the largest fund ($4,000) from Association of Student Activities (ASA) to let us make it the best culture festival campus wide. Over 400 people attended this event and enjoyed an unforgettable four-hour party with great Karaoke Competition, game stalls (calligraph, dumpling making, riddles, etc), MIT students’ performances and Chinese dinner. MIT students got the valuable opportunity to participate in Chinese traditional games and had a great time.
17. Jan 28, 2009, CSSA organized “China Night Coffee Hour” at S&P. This event introduced Chinese culture to all others, which also gained large participation and received acclaims from all students.
18. Jan 30, 2009, CSSA organized “Chinese New Year Gala” at Kresge Auditorium, while inviting performers from Harvard, Boston University, Boston College, Tufts University, Suffolk University, University of Massachusetts, Babson University. Around 1200 people attended this event, and enjoyed a great three-hour show. It was also reported by lots of local newspapers.
19. March 5 2009, CSSA organized the Traditional Chinese Medicine Seminar to invite famous doctor providing health advices from the Traditional Chinese Medicine perspective.
20. April 13 2009, CSSA organized the second health care seminar to discuss the relationship between diet and body health.
21. April 13-17 2009, CSSA hosted the CHINA WEEK at lobby 10 to introduce Chinese culture to the whole MIT community. 
22. 
April 23, 2009, CSSA hosted the Chinese Culture Seminar, which introduced Recent Works from Ethnic from Southwest China.
Life service


One of CSSA's major functions is also to help facilitate student life especially for Chinese students. We have made tremendous efforts on this topic. Some selected events are listed below.

1. Aug 2008, CSSA organized the “new student pick up” service since early summer. We formed a large team to pick up around 150 newcomers, including all the new Chinese students and some other international students from the airport. The students can register on CSSA’s website to inform us their arrival time. Meanwhile, we prepared lamps, phone cards, and lunch boxes for each student, in order to help them to settle down quickly. A comprehensive “New Student Guide” (contribute by experienced senior members of CSSA throughout the years) was also available for download on CSSA website.
2. CSSA has made continuous efforts to organize a bi-weekly “Freeride.” Students could conveniently go shopping for food and supplies, just by registering for this service on our website. Everytime around 50 seats were available for students.
3. Sep 6, 2008, CSSA organized a “Welcome BBQ” in front of Tang Hall for all the new students at MIT, so that they could meet with senior students and learn about life and study at MIT. More than 200 students attended this event.

4. Sep 12, 2008, CSSA organized a “Cultural Issue and American Law” seminar as one of the orientation events for all the new students at MIT. We invited a police officer and the ISO Associate Dean to give new students an introduction on culture shock and law issues.

5. Jul 24, 2008, CSSA organized an immigration seminar for all interested students to introduce the American laws about this issue.
6. Oct 26, 2008, CSSA provided transportation for those who wanted to renew Chinese passports.

7. Nov 1, 2008, CSSA organized a widely acclaimed “Outlet Shopping”. We rent a school bus and organized a one-day trip to Wrentham Village Premium Outlets. This trip attracted 48 students.
8.
March 30, 2008, CSSA opened the library of Chinese books, which can be borrowed freely. A complete book lists can be found on CSSA’s website.
Social Activities


We believe that hanging out together can be the best way for students to get familiar with each other, and we are more than happy to provide such opportunities. An incomplete list of such events is shown below.

1. CSSA has founded 7 Sports Clubs: Volleyball Club, Tennis Club, Soccer Club, Basketball Club, Badminton Club, Chess & Cards Club, and Table Tennis Club. Each club organized activities every week for students to meet and play games together.
2. Every month, CSSA would organize a dancing party at student center or Walker Memorial building. So that students could come to enjoy the dance and meet with many friends. To break the ice of some geeky students, we also provide free lessons before the opening of the party. 
3. Jul 30, 2008, CSSA organized an outing to Boston Common to attend the Shakespeare’s Play, to let the students who share common interests learn each other.
4. Jul 27, 2008, CSSA organized an outing to the Plum Island in Newburyport open to all the MIT students.
5. Oct 12, 2008, CSSA organized “Foliage Outing” to the White Mountain among MIT students. A school bus was rent and about 50 people enjoyed this great event.

6. April 2, 2009, CSSA is organizing a trip to Washington D.C. to watch the cherry blossom.

Career and Academic Development


In addition to the above extracurricular activities and events, CSSA tries its best to help students in their career and academic development as well, such as exploring career opportunities in Asia, organizing informative seminars, etc. An incomplete list is shown below. 

1. For the career development:
September 18, 2008, CSSA co-organized the “MIT Career Fair – Bridge to Asia”, and invited several major Asian companies to recruit at MIT. 

June 14, 2008, CSSA co-organized the Sino-American Pharmaceutical Professionals Association Career Fair.
March 14, 2009 CSSA hosted the Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics Recruitment Seminar.
April 4, 2009 CSSA hosted Beijing Institute of Technology Career Development Seminar.
April 12, 2009 CSSA co-hosted with SAPA-NE to bring on the career symposium about Pharmaceutical industry.
2. For the academic development:
CSSA has organized many conferences and seminars including: China Land Reform Seminar, China Economics Today Seminar, Clear Energy in China etc. CSSA invited many well-known speakers from all fields, such as the Vice Minister of Chinese Ministry of Land and Resources, in order to help students gain knowledge and experiences in their academic development.  

Sports


CSSA also organizes lots of sports activities, to promote social opportunities, and provide platforms for students to enjoy sports. 
1. CSSA established many sports clubs, including basketball, tennis, volleyball, soccer, table tennis, badminton, etc. Each club organizes activities every week to provide opportunities for students to meet with new and old friends, and play games together. Details about the Sports Clubs can be found at: http://cssa.mit.edu/events_sportsclubs.php 
2. Aug 10-15, 2008, CSSA organized a campus-wide “Olympic Week”. Various activities were organized each day, such as Sailing, Taekwondo, Taichi, Beanbag Game & Hopscotch, Frisbee, Balloon Heading, etc. MIT students got the opportunities to have fun together while enjoyed great traditional Chinese food.
3. July 12, 2008, CSSA organized a campus-wide “Table Tennis Tournament”. The winners were selected to attend a table tennis tournament in New York with more than 30 other university teams.

4. Feb. 15, 2009, CSSA participated in “North America CSSA Annual Basketball Tournament” and won the silver medal.
Outreach


MIT CSSA has been playing a central role in all the Chinese student communities in the great Boston area, earning great reputation and influence over the years. This can be easily seen from numerous newspaper releases about MIT CSSA in Boston. Furthermore, it tries to provide inter-university activities, allowing MIT students to go out and meet friends from neighboring universities. All of these could be seen from the large events such as “Chinese New Year Gala” in Kresge and some other events, as mentioned before. 
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