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Intensive examination of the basic provisions of U.S. patent law,

including patentability requirements and the patent application process
	Designed for undergrads

and graduate students

in all MIT departments
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	May be taken for credit or
attended as a listener
(3 units G, graded P/D/F)


 Topics: 
     •   Requirements of utility, novelty, and non-obviousness
     •   Eligible subject matter: Can algorithms be patented? business methods? human genes?

     •   Applying for a patent, including patent searches and the language of patent claims
     •   Changes introduced by the America Invents Act (first inventor to file vs. first to invent)
     •   Infringement, defenses, and remedies
     •   Relation to other forms of intellectual property (copyrights, trade secrets, trademarks)
     •   Intellectual property in the context of starting a business
Reading materials include key portions of the U.S. patent statute (Title 35, U.S. Code) and related judicial decisions.  All readings and lecture slides will be posted on Stellar.  The syllabus is posted there now.  There are no textbooks or course packs to purchase.  For the benefit of listeners, the 15.S51 Stellar web site will remain open to the MIT community.
For students taking 15.S51 for credit, there will be a comprehensive quiz in the final class period. 

Jeff Meldman is Senior Lecturer in the MIT Sloan School of Management.  He received his
SB, SM, and PhD degrees from MIT (in EECS) and his JD degree from Harvard Law School.  His teaching and research have focused on intellectual property and privacy law, and on

A/I modeling of legal reasoning and legal procedure.
                                 jmeldman@mit.edu,  (617) 253-4932,  room E62-317

