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Professor Hammonds earned a Ph.D. in the history of science from Harvard University, an S.M. in 
physics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a B.E.E. in electrical engineering from the 
Georgia Institute of Technology, and a B.S. in physics from Spelman College. She taught at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology before coming to Harvard. While at MIT she was the founding 
director of the MIT Center for the Study of Diversity in Science, Technology, and medicine 
Professor Hammonds's current work focuses on the intersection of scientific, medical, and socio-
political concepts of race in the United States. She is completing a history of biological, medical, and 
anthropological uses of racial concepts entitled, The Logic of Difference: A History of Race in Science 
and Medicine in the United States , 1850–1990. She is also completing the MIT Reader on Race and 
Gender in Science. 

 
 Questions can be directed to Maxine Jonas at jonas_m@mit.edu 

 

 


