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What	are	we	doing	here	on	this	planet?	Can	a	deep-4me	and	deep-space	
viewpoint	help	us	gain	the	perspec4ve	to	create	a	sustainable	civiliza4on?		
In	this	talk,	David	Grinspoon	will	illuminate	the	unusual	nature	of	the	
“Anthropocene,”	our	current	4me	of	human-driven	planetary	changes,	in	
order	to	reframe	our	environmental	predicaments	as	part	of	a	larger	narra4ve	
of	planetary	evolu4on.	This	saga	has	now	reached	the	pivotal	moment	when	
humans	have	become	a	major	agent	of	global	change,	and	geological	and	
human	history	are	becoming	irreversibly	conjoined.	Is	this	a	likely	or	even	
inevitable	challenge	facing	other	complex	life	in	the	universe?	Possible	
implica4ons	for	SETI	(the	search	for	extraterrestrial	intelligence)	will	be	
considered,	as	well	as	the	choices	our	civiliza4on	faces	in	seeking	to	foster		
a	wisely	managed	Earth.	
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